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A Missionary Serinon, delivered 
at Hartford on the Evening of 
the Election Day, May 10, 
1804, dy the Rev. Amos Bas- 
SET, of Hebron. 


Joun viii. 56. 
Your Father Abraham rejoiced 
to see my day ; and he saw it 
end was glad. 


HE Sacred Scriptures bear 

ample testimony to the 
high esteem in which Abraham 
was heid by tlre only wise God, 
who is never deceived in char- 
acters. Such an esteem must 
have been occasioned by some 
excellent spirit discerned in him, 
which rendered him totally dif- 
ferent from his idolatrous co- 
temporarics, from the men of 
the wor’2 in all ages, and parti- 
cularly from his degenerate pos- 
terity, the carnal Jews. Christ 
in conversation with these Jews 
denied their right to call Abra- 
ham their spiritual father. He 
referred thein to several things 
wherein this father of the faith- 
ful essentially differed from 
them: the sum of which things 
may *% considered as given in 
the te: 


4 


. Gal. ili. 8. 





It is believed, brethren, that 
the character of this patriarch 
may with propriety be brought 
into view on the present occa- 
sion, since the Holy Ghost has 
testified that, “ what is written 
of him was not written for his 
sake alone, but for us also”—~ 
since we of the Gentiles partake 
of the blessings promised in his 
secd—and since, with the high 
approbation ef his maker, he 
joyfully devoted his heart and 
life to the same cause which we 
now profess to have in vie w, and 
which we hope we a- 
bove our chicf joy.” Yeur at- 
tention is invited, 

1. To the view which Abra- 
ham had of the day of Christ. 

2. To the influence which this 
view had upon his heart and life. 

1. The view which Abraham 
had of the day of Christ. 

The promise made to Abra- 
ham signified, that in his * seed 
i.e. Christ, all nations of the 
earth should be blessed.” We 
are informed, that “ God pronce- 
ed the Gospel to Abraham— 
‘that which consti- 
tutes the chief excellence of the 
Gospel, constituted the chicf 
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excellence of the view referred 
to in the tex 

Ti may, accordingly, be ob- 
served, that the most interesting 

artof the view which this fricnd 
of God and of mank sind had of the 
day of Christ, was his appear- 
ance vpon earth te reve alt the 
gracious counsels of bis Yather ; 
and as the author of everiasting 
happiness to multiiudes besities 
his own posterity; and eventu- 
ally to all the nations of the 
earth. 

. The pericciions sof Ure most 
Hich were then tobe fully and 
clearly displayed. “Lie unsear- 
chable love of God would then 
shine upon the carth with a 
brightness before unknown—ac- 
companied by his sovereign wis- 
dom and power, justice and 
faithfulness, mercy and truth. 

At that day God would pub- 
licly manifest bimseif in the 
fesh. “ The only begotten Son 
who was in the besom of the 
Father, would proceed forth and 
come down to this world to “ de- 
clare him,” so that men and An- 
gels might “ see bis ¢lory.”— 
Ard finally he would close his 
pubire mitre nce upon eurth by 
such an exhibition of love as the 
universe had never beheld be- 
fore, “the Son of the Hivnest” 
ofiering his life a ransom for en- 
emies. Then would the law of 
God be highly magnified, Satan 
vanquished, and an everlasting 
rightcousness brought in. 

. The extensive spread of 
happiness. Abraham delighted 
to contemplate the divine per- 
fections. le wished all the 
world to behold them and be 
happy. The day of Christ would 
introduce this most desirable e- 
vent. Then should the “ word 
go forth—-the day spring from 
on high shovld spread ;” till it 
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should reach the uttermost parts 
of the earth, and all nations taste 
the salvation of God. Deity dis- 
played—all his perfections seen 
to harmonize—millions and mil- 
lions inade happy—a Paradise 
upon earth—a revenue of glory 
to the great Author of all this 
happiness ! 

My Christian friends, can 
there be a doubt that a view of 
the day of Christ was a very 
justifable ground of joy? Let 
our attention be directed, 

2. Yo the influcnce which this 
view had upon the heart and life 
of Abraham. 

ife rejoiced, saith the Saviour, 
that he was permitted to see this 
day. He rejoiced with an eager 
desire to obtain as perfect a view 
as possible ; and in proportion 
to the clearness of the view, his 
holy, benevolent heart glowed 
with delight. 

A strong affectionate faith u- 
nited him to the Messsiah and 
to his cause by an inviolable at- 
tachment. 

In full confidence that God 
wasimmintably faithful, he “stag- 
gered not through unbelicf” at 
any difficultics or apparent im- 
possibilities in the way of duty. 

In him we observe that sure 
mark of true religion, a tender 
regard for the Divine honor.— 
How evident did this appear in 
his intercession with the Deity, 
on the plains of Mamre. How 
evident also, in his refusal of the 
goods offered him in the valley 
of Shaveh, lest any, except Je- 
hovah, should have the Aonor of 
making him rich. 

Assured that the Messiah 
should come in his family, and 
the true religion be entrusted 
with them, he was strict to re- 
gulate his household according to 


the precepts of God. ~ While 
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other familics went into idolatry, | ters. 


he laboured to fix upon his the 
character of piety. 

All his worldly arrangements | 
were made subservient to the | 
cause of religion. There was | 


no particular spot where he set-— 


tled, but what he held himss elf | 


in veaiines to leave at the Di- | 


vine call. Seperate from Christ 
and the promotion of religion he 
avowed no interests, no pursuits, 
no treasures. 

The promises belonging to | 
the day of Christ, though “ afar 
off,’ were realized, and s* weetly | 
engaged the ardent attention of 
his soul. And having his will 
entirely swallowed up in the 
will of God, he stood continually 
in the attitude of one listening 
to the voice of his sovereign — 
This voice was the supreme law 
of his heart. 
rect him “ Get thee out of thy 
country and from thy kindred, 
and come into the land which I 
shall shew thee ’” Immediate- 
ly “ he went 
whither he went.” 
same voice command him, “ A- 
braham take now thy son—thine 
enly son Isaac—whom thou lov- 
est——offer him for a burnt offer- 
ing upon one of the mountains 
which I will tell thee?” ‘Vo him 
it was sufficient to be assured 


that GOD had given this com- | 


mand. Hearose. He took his 
beloved Isaac with full purpose 
of heart to obey ; knowing, that 
tho’ Isaac should be offered, God 
would easily fulfil his promises. 
When the same authority com- 
manded him to “ stay his hand” 
he desisted, and not till then— 
His obedience was 
prompt and persevering. 
He was not afraid nor asham- 


ed to appear = the side of Je- 


bovah, ti 


210’ in the midst of idolae | 
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Did this voice di- | 


cut not knowing | 
Did the | 


implicit, | 
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Wherever we follow him 
|in his pilgrimage from place to 
| place, we easily trace his feot- 
steps by the monuments of his 
| piety and devotion—altars ercct- 
ed—where “ Le called upon the 
name of the Lorn.” He pub- 
licly honored the Messiah with 
his substance, in the person of 
© Meichisedck—a priest of the 
most high God” after a peculiar 
_order—ihe noied representative 
| of Christ in that day. To this 
_Hlustrious characier the patri- 
| arch imparted a “ tythe of ail,” 
|asa pledge that his substance 
| was consecrated to the service 
|of one who was to be made a 
|“ pricst according to the power 
of an endless life.” He wished 
the world to know that Jehovah 
was hisshield. He obtained his 
wish. The princes around him, 
| struck with the evidences of its 
| truth made to him this acknowl- 
| edgment, “ God is with thee in 
| all thou dost.” 
| Such wes the influence which 
view ofthe day of Christ had 
upon the heart and life of Abra- 
ham. Attracted by the glory 
/of that day, which in his view 
_shone with a fustre superior to 
allearthiy things, he lived “a 
| pilgrim and stranger on the 
carth.” Wis time, his posses- 
sions, his habitation, his worldly 
arrangements, yea, his tender 
attachment to a beloved son, 
were all made to subserve the 
cause of that Saviour, whose 
day he saw, and in whose day 
he rejoiced. He persevered in 
faith and obedience till his life 
and his trials were in the same 
moment fizished—successfully 
finished. © He died in the faith, 
sceing the promises afar oi,” 
| fully persuaded that he who had 
_sanggo would assuredly per- 
form, and icaving behind him 
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this truly excellent and honora- 
ble character, “ Abraham the 
friend of God and father of the 
faithful.” 


IMPROVEMENT. 


The Holy Ghost has left on 
record the religious feelings and 
conduct of good men for “ en- 
samples.” 

The faith and obedience of A- 
braham derive some special lus- 
tre from the circumstances of 
the age in which he lived; but 
it must not be forgotten, that 
ihere can be no essential moral 
difference between him and the 
friends of God in every age 
** All drink into one Spirit.” Ali 
must be tried. From all is re- 
quired a temper essentially the 
same. So surely as our souls 
live, our professed faith and love 
will be justified by obedience, if 
they are not vain. ‘There are 
now the same things to excite 
faith and exertion that there 
have ever been. The same God 
and Saviour—the same joy—the 
same supports—and the same 
prospects, brought near by the 
lapse of centuries and shining 
brigiiter as we appronc h them. 
To the anointed Saviour, both 
their Lord and ours, are the 
promises made, that “ He shall 
“ have dominion from sea to sea 
“and from the river unto the 
“ ends of the carth. They that 
dwell in the wilderness shall 
bow down before him. The 
kines of Tarshish shall bring 
presents. Ethiopia shall stretch 
“out her hands untoGod. Yhe 
isles shali wait for his law. 
All nations shall call him bles- 
sed—yea, all kings shall fall 
down before him. All the kin- 
dreds of the nations shail wor- 
ship before him. Many shall 
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“ shall be increased. He shall 
“ judge among the nations, and 
“ shall rebuke many people, and 
“they shall beat their swords into 
“ ploughshares, and their spears 
“into pruning hooks: nation 
“ shall not lift up sword against 
“ nation, neither shall they learn 
“ war any more. The lofty looks 
“ of man shall be humbled, and 
“the haughtiness of men shall 
“ be bowed down; and the Lora 
“ alone shall be exalted in that 
“day. The wolf also shail 
“ dwell with the lamb, and the 
“ Jeopard shall lie down with the 
“ kid, and a little child shall lead 
“them. They shall not hurt 
“nor destroy in-all my holy 
“ mountain: for the earth shall 
“ be full of the knowledge of the 
“ Lor, as the waters cover the 
“* sca.” Psa. Ixxil. Isa. xlit. 4. 
Psa. Ixviti. 31. Rev. xy. 4. Psa. 
xxil. 27. Dan. xii. 4. Isa. ii. 4, 
ll. and xi. 6,9. Hab. ii. 14. 
Look upon the prospect open- 
ed by these promises. It is not 
an illusion. It is made substan- 
tial by the “ counsel of God and 
confirmed by his oath, that we 
might have strong consolation.” 
It is not possible for these prom- 
ises to fail. Fhe Lord, “ faith- 
ful and true” has made them. 
The Lord, who “is not a man 
that he should lie, nor the son 
of man that he should repent.— 
Here then is the faith and pa- 
tience of the saints. Need it 
be added, that Jehovah has Aith- 
eréo faitofuily accomplished each 
promise 7m i/s season, for more 
than five ifousaud years ? 
[TO BE CONTINUED.) 
ie 

On the Holness of the Inafired 
Writers of the Sacred Scrifi- 
tures. 
T has been the general idea 
ofthe Church, im all ages, 
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that the penmen, employed by 
the Holy Ghost, to give the ori- 
ginal copy of the Sacred Scrip- 
tures, which they respectively 
wrote, were truly pious men.— 
This is the concurrent opinion 
of annotators, expositors, and 
other Christian writers, who 
have given us their sentiments on 
the subject, with but here and 
there, a solitary instance of one, 
who has seemed to doubt of the 


* real piety of a few of the writers. 


If this sentiment be true, it is 
worthy of being noticed and il- 
lustrated, because it furnishes 
an argument, calculated to con- 
firm our faith in these writings ; 
while the opposite idea would ne- 
cessarily degrade them in our 
estimation. And the circum- 
stance that this has ever been 
the belief of the Church, will of 
itself lead a serious and modest 
mind, to favor the thought that 
there are sufficient reasons to 
supportit. Some of these will 
now be mentioned. 


i. There is nothing said in 
opposition to this opinion in the 
holy Scriptures. God has not 
expressly informed us, that any 
of the inspired writers were un- 
sanctified men. He never speaks 
of them as he does of the Pro- 
phe's of Baal, of false Apostles, 
and o1 unfaithful shepherds ; 
tho’ he has seen fit to record the 
sins, which some of them com- 
mitted, that they might stand as 
a warning to his people. He has, 
therefore, left us to form a fa- 
vorable opinion of their moral 
characters. Instead of intimat- 
ing, that any of them were his 
enemies, he has told us, that 
“Prophecy came not, in old 
time, by the will of man; but 
holy men of Gop spake, as 
they were moved by the Holy 
VoL. V. No. 1. 
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Ghost.”§ The words holy men, 
and men of God, especially as 
both the phrases are used te- 
gether, and in connection with 
the declaration, that they were 
moved by the Loly Ghost, are 
sufficient to admonish us to be 
cautious of so explaining them, 
as to suggest that the whole 
means no more, than that God 
inspired them to write his will, 
without an evident necessity for 
such an explanation. That they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost 
is sufficient alone for that idea, 
without the appellations Acly 
men and men of God, which are 
here given without distinction, 
to all the sacred writers in an- 
cient times. -That they were 
all of the household of God, has 
also been supposed to be implied 
in the words, ‘Ye are built upon 
the foundation of the Apostles 
and Prophets, Jesus Christ him- 
self being the chief corner stone, 
in whom all the building, fitly fra- 
med together, groweth into an 
holy temple inthe Lord.* Thisi- 
dea appears to be further confirm- 
ed, by the declaration, ‘ofwhich 
salvation, the Prophets have en- 
quired and searched diligently, 
who prophecied of the grace that 
should come unto you; search- 
ing what, or what manner of 
time, the Spirit of Christ, which 
was in them, did signify, when 
it testified before-hand the suf- 
ferings of Christ, and the glory 
that should follow.j’ To these 
may be added the passage, * And 
what shall I more say, for the 
time would fail me to tell of 
Gideon, and of Barak, and of 
Samson, and of Jephthae, of Da- 
vid also, and Samuel, and of the 
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§ 2 Peter i. 21. 
* Eph. ii. 20 and 21. 
+ 1 Peter i. 10 and 11. 
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Prophets—And all these, having 
obtained a good report, through 
faith, received not the promise, 
&c.}? Llere David, and Samucl, 
and the Prophets, without dis- 
tinction, are mentioned as the 
examples of that faith, which in 
this connexion we are told, ‘Is 
the substance of things hoped 
for, andthe evidence of things 
not seen.’ It is thought, that 
this is a decisive evidence of 
their real holiness. 

2. Besides: It is believed, 
that these testimonies of the 
scriptures assert the real holi- 
ness, not only of the inspired 
writers, but of all the Prophets 
whom God had sent to instruct 
his people ; for the Prophets, 
without distinction, are repeat- 
edly mentioned in them. 

Will any one say, that this, if 
it can prove any thing, will prove 
that Balaam, andthe High Priest, 
who prophecied that Jesus 
should die for the Jewish na- 
tion, were Godly men?! Inres- 
pect to Balaam, he is no where 
in the Scriptures, called a ser- 
vant, or Prophet of the Lord, or 
aman of God. He is indeed 
once called a Prophet, as tlie 
Prophets of Baal were called Pro- 
phets. *The dumb ass speak- 
ine with man’s voice, forbade 
the madness of the Prophet.’— 
Peter informs us, that as there 
were false Prophets among the 
people, there would be false 
teachers in the Christian Church 
who should follow the way of 
Balaam. 2 Peter ii. And Ba- 
jaam is instanced as the father, 
or pattern of those, who bring in 
damnable heresies, having eyes 
full of adultery, beguiling unsta- 
ble souls. 

— 


+ Heb. xi. 32. compared with verfe 
39 and verfe x, 
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Besides! God did not send 
this Soothsayer, as he is called 
in the scriptures; but in the 
first instance forbade him, and 
when Balak sent again for him, 
God indeed gave him leave to 
go, with a charge only to bless 
the people of Isracl ; he also ape 
peared ina menacing attitude, 
by his Angel, in the way, that 
he might restrain him from en- 
couraging Moab and Midian a- 


gainst israel; and so in this way, , 


save his people from their hands, 
that God might show his right- 
eousness, and covenant faithful- 
ness towards his people, when 
Balak consulted their destruce 
tion with Balaam, from Shittim 
unto Gilgal. And as to the pro- 
phecy of the high-priest to put 
Christ to death, it seems by the 
narration, that he said it with 
one view, and God meant it for 
another. Neither Balaam nor 
the High Priest, ever appear to 
have intended any good. One 
ensnared Israel to idolatry, and 
the other crucified the Lord of 
Glory. Thus are they sufh- 
ciently distinguished from the 
Prophets of the Lord in the 
scriptures, und iicither of them 
appear to have been suffered, 
but on a single occasion, to say 
any thing prophetically ; so far 
were they from being establish- 
edas real Prophets. They were 
rather overruled than sent of 
God. So also the Apostles, 
whom Christ chose to be the 
witnesses of his resurrection, 
were all holy men. Judas in- 
deed was chosen, that the pro- 
phecy of David might be fulfil- 
led; but being a Devil, he was 
never employed as the oihers 
vere; but is held up as a solemn 
admonition to those who would 
entcr into the Gospel Ministry. 
Besides, many of the Prophets 
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and Apostles proved their friend- 
ship to God, by enduring per- 
secution for his sake. Christ 
also directs his ministers to take 
heed whom they ordain, and to 
commit these things to faithful 
men, and carefully describes the 
characters they are to consc- 
crate to this service. He de- 
clares against wicked pastors, 
and unfaithful watchmen, and in 
his own special appointments, we 
may expect that he will exem- 
plify what he commands to 
others. He has made it his 
practice to employ truly Godly 
men as Prophets and Apostles, 
and has directed, that among or- 
dinary ministers, holy men, and 
not blind guides, should be or- 
dained ; and surely it is hard to 
believe, without express evi- 
dence, and against so much evi- 
dence as has been stated, that 
God would put such distinguish- 
ed honor on his enemies, as to 
employ them by his special in- 
spiration, to write any part of 
that sacred volume, which he has 
given this world, for our only 
rule of faith and practice. 

4. It is allowed by all Chris- 
tian writers, that the most of the 
inspired penmen were Godly 
men. A very few have said 
some hard things of David, Jo- 
nah and Solomon; as tho’ they 
were not so clear concerning 
their holiness, because each of 
them committed agreat sin. If, 
therefore, no Christian ever pro- 
fessed to doubt of the real holi- 
ness of any, but these three wri- 
ters of the Holy Scriptures, and 
if evidence can be given, that 
these were truly holy, nothing 
further will be required. It 
should be here premised, that to 
prove a man areal saint, it is 
not necessary to prove that he 
commits no sin; for there is no 








man that liveth and sinneth not ; 
nor that he has not committed 
some great and notorious sins ; 
for there is a law in every 
Christian’s members, in this life, 
warring against the law of his 
mind, and t bringing him into cap-, 
tivity to the law ofsin, which is 
inhis members. It is sufficient 
to prove, that he has a law in 
his mind, against that in his 
members—that he has true 
grace, repentance, faith, love to 
God, to his laws, his worship, 
and institutions, abhors sin and 
abounds in devotion—or that 
God owns him as his servant, 
and speaks of him with appro- 
bation. Let us then examine 
the characters of David, Jonah 
and Solomon, by these marks. 
It will be conceded by all Chris- 
tians, that they were chosen of 
God to write his word, or to pro- 
phesy in his name, which it is 
thought, has been sufficiently 
proved, to be an evidence of true 
holiness. But over and above 
this, let us examine the charac- 
ter of each one of them sepe- 
rately. 

Let us first attend to the evi- 
dence, that David had true grace. 
He is called, * David the man of 
God.’§ He is called also the 
servant of the Lord: ‘ I will de- 
fend this city to save it, for 
mine own sake, and for my ser- 
vant David’s sake.’} Here also 
God speaks of him with high 
approbation, as he often did of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, when 
for their sakes he promised favor 
to their posterity. God also tes- 
tifies of David, that he kept his 
statutes and commandments.— 
If thou wilt hearken unto all 
that I command thee, and wilt 
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§ Nehem. xii. 36. 
¢ Haiah xxxvii. 35. 
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walk in my ways, and do that is 
right in my sight, tokeep my 
statutes and commandments, as 
David my servant did.’t It has 
been already mentioned, that he 
is expressly named as one of 
those Prophets, who had the 
faith, which is the substance of 
things hoped for, and the evi- 
dence of things not seen. To 
him also, ‘ God gave testimony 
and said, I have found David, the 
son of Jesse, a man afier mine 
own heart, which shall fulfil all 
my will.§ Many other passa- 
ges of the Bible declare much 
the same things, as those which 
have here becn mentioned.— 
Besides, David loved the Lord 
and his public worship, his peo- 
ple and his word, was a man of 
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prayer and praise—expressed 
repentance, faith, and earnest 
desires that he might enjoy the | 
light of ‘God’s countenance.— | 


{Jury, 


as much suspected and as little 
known as Jonah’s. But this is 
not left wholly inthe dark. He 
is said to be a Prophet of the 
Lord, and the servant of the 
Lord God of Israel. 7* Accords 
ing to the word of the Lord God 
of Israel, which he spake by the 
hand of his servant Jonah, the 
son of Amittai, the Prophet.’ 
It is thought rather a commendae 
tory observation of Christ, cone 
cerning this Prophet, when he 
says of himself, * A greater than 
Jonas is here ;’ especially as 
Christ had just mentioned him 
as his type, and as a_ prophet, 
saying, * Nosign shall be given 
to this generation, but the sign 
of Jonas the prophet. For as 
Jonas was three days, and three 
nights, in the whale’s belly ; so 
shall the son of man be three 
days, and three nights, in the 
heart of the earth.—Holy men 


These and other marks of cmi-! and holy or sacred things, were 
nence in‘ holiness, will be seen | generally used for the types of 


by an attentive perusal of his | Christ. 


Rarcly if ever, was any 


Fsalms, which have been favor- | man, buta truly piousone, mene 


ite pieces of devotion to the | 


saints, in all succeeding ages.— 
Much more might be suid on 


tioned as typical of Christ, or of 
gospel blessings. The wicked 
high priests are no exception to 


this, but it is presumed, that suf- | this, for not the men, but their 


ficient evidence has been addu- 
ced, to prove the piety of David. 

Concerning Jonah, Icss indeed 
can be said, because we have no 
part of his history detailed, ex- 
cept that which respected his 
mission to Nineveh; and which 
seems to have been given, prin- 
cipally, to record him as a type 
ofthe burial and resurrection of 
Christ; tho’ other instructions 
may indecd be derived from it. 
Had we only the history of the 
fall of David and Peter, their 
true characters would have been 


a 


+ 1 Kings xi. 38. 





§ Acts Kili, 22, 


office was the type. The con- 
sideration therefore, that Jonah 
was an eminent type of Christ, 
is sufficient to caution us against 
denouncing him as Christ’s ene- 
my. Thus Jonah was an estab- 
lished Prophet, a servant of the 
Lord, and a type of Christ, and 
for ought that appears, his sin, 
when sent to prophecy to Nin- 
evch, is the only instance of 
open transgression that he ever 
committed. And this was un- 
der the influence of a strong 
temptation—the fear that he 
should be regarded as a false 
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{ 2 Kings xiv. 25. 
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Prophet. And even in the midst 
of this, his frank confession to 
the seamen—the readiness with 
which he offered to be a sacri- 
fice for the sake of their safety — 
his prayer, his vows and thanks- 
giving, his faithfulness in re- 
cording his own sins, and the 
corrections and freproofs he re- 
ceived, and in a word all things, 
but that in which he was influ- 
enced by the fear of being ac- 
counted a false Prophet, were 
consistent with his being in the 
exercise of grace, unless we ex- 
cept also his anger concerning 
the gourd, to which God left 
him, that he might, by that 
means, convince him of the 
propriety of his mercy to Nine- 
veh, and so make it the means 
of reclaiming him. It is rash, 
for one offence in such circum- 
stances, to condemn a man’s 
whole life and character, while 
there remain so many evidences 
of his piety. 

Of Solomon we have clear- 
er evidence, that he was a good 
man. We are assured that the 
‘Lord loved him.’§ And that 
Solomon loved the Lord walk- 
ing in the statutes of David his 
Father.’{ It is true that his 
heathen enemies led him to a 
criminal catholicism, in in- 
dulging them with liberty to 
worship their own Gods, in their 
own idolatrous ways. (A thing 
hot now universally condemn- 
ed.) Yet even where this is 
mentioned in the scriptures with 
disapprobation, the religious 
character of Solomon himself, is 
admitted. Nehemiah, addres- 
sing those who had married 
strange wives, says, ‘ Did not 
Solomon king of Isracl sin by 
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these things? Yet among many. 
nations was there no king like 
him, who was beloved of his 
God, and God made him king 
over all Israel, nevertheless even 
him did outlandish women cause 
to sin.’{ Besides, his repeated 
prayers, and the repeated an- 
swers and approbation of God— 
his regard to public worship, and 
the reverence which he mani- 
fested for God, and his pious ex- 
hortations, all serve to establish 
his moral character. 
The scriptures do never as- 
sert that David, Jonah and Solo- 
mon, were ungodly men, nor 
denounce them, as they do Ba- 
laam, Judas, the high-priest, and 
false prophets and teachers, tho’ 
they do not conceal their sins — 
Their characters are so well es- 
tablished in the scriptures, that 
Christians have been nearly u-« 
nanimous in their opinions cone 
cerning them. One must have 
but little candor, who can, in the 
face of all this evidence, hold 
them up as being destitute of 
saving grace. And asserting 
this of the penmen of the sacred 
scriptures, against such evidence 
and without an hint of this kind 
in the scriptures, might seem to 
betray an anxious wish for sin- 
cularity at least, if not a rooted 
aversion to the scriptures, anda 
secret desire to overthrow them. 
Reverence for God should in- 
spire us with reverence for his 
word, and respect for those 
men, whom he hath selected for 
the most honorable and impor- 
tant services to mankind, unless 
God expressiy disown them. 
Finally : It becomes us to im- 
itate the Godliness of the inspir- 
ed writers, and to praise the 
Lord, that he has given us the 
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rich blessing of the holy scrip- 
tures, uncorrupted by the fan- 
¢ies of the ungodly, and spoken 
and written by holy men of God, 
as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost. To these let us give 
heed, for they are genuime and 
able to make us wise unto salva- 
tion. PHILAGIOS. 





On the Light of God’s counties 


nance, 
{Contin. from vol. iv. page 478.] 
NO. 2. 


What is meant by the light of 
God’s countenance ? And what is 
tmpitied in walking in the light of 
God’s countenance ? 


HESE. are scripture ex- 
pressions, and tho’ figura- 
tive, are highly significant. The 
metaphor is taken from a well 
known circumstance in human 
life, and applicd to the Most 
High. As the affections of man- 
kind are painted in their faces, 
by which they express their fa- 
vor or dislike, hence the index 
naturally and insensibly becomes 
used to signify the thing indica- 
ted: so thatby aman of asmiling, 
or of a frowning countenance, 
we commonly mean a man who 
feels friencship and pleasure at 
heart, or one who is unfriendly 
and displeased. And because 
men by their countenances ex- 
press their anger or love, hence 
it is that when attributed to God, 
who is said sometimes to lift up 
the light of his countenance up- 
ci his people, at other times to 
hide his face or countenance, it 
signifies either his grace and fa- 
vor, or his anger and displeasure. 
These two, therefore, seem to 
be the leading and principal ideas 
expressed by the light of God’s 
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countenance, and which perhaps 
comprehend, and include all othe 
ers, viz. sfiriiual direction, or 
instruciion, and sfitritual comfort. 
In the one view is signified that 
peculiar, gracious, and complae 
cential regard, with which God 
beholds, approves and blesses his 
covenant people, and in the oth- 
er, the blessed enjoyment of 
God’s love and favor, manifested 
by the graces and benefits which 
he bestows. 

With respect to walking in the 
light of God’s counienance, a nhum- 
ber of intcresting particulars will 
be found contained in the sub- 
ject, as cither expressed, or 
clearly implied in the words. 
And 

1. To walk in the light of 
God’s countenance implies de- 
liverance from self-righteous- 
ness, sclf-dependence, and legal 
hopes. The character appears 
in every respect an exact con- 
trast to that which is represent 
ea inthe 50th of Isaiah, “ Be- 
hold all ye that kindle a fire, that 
compass yourselves about with 
sparks; walk in the light of 
your fire, and in the sparks that 

e have kindled—this shall ye 
have of mine hand, ye shall lie 
down in sorrow.” How com- 
pletely is the picture here re- 
versed. This is perfectly de- 
scriptive ofa self-righteous char- 
acter, who thinks, "by the merit 
of his own righteousness, to a- 
tone for past sins, and recom, 
mend himself to the favor and 
acceptance of God. And on 
this foundation he builds his cons 
fident hope of heaven and eters 
nal happiness. 

It is curious and instructive to 
observe how carefully and pointe 
edly this passage is worded to 
distinguish this character from 
the one who walks in the light 
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of God’s countenance ; and es- 
pecially, to guard against the idea 
of his having any, even the smal- 
lest degree of spiritual light— 
or that his exercises are aflect- 
by any kind of special or super- 
natural divine agency—but that 
they are his own—congenial with 
his corrupt nature—the proper, 
genuine fruits of his own carnal 
heart. They kindle a frre, not | 
God. They receive no spiritu- 
al light from him. They com- 
jrass themselves about with sfiarks., | 
“ Walk in the light of your fire.” 
This is directly opposite to that of 
walking inthe light ofGed’s coun- 
tenance. As opposite as dark- 
ness to light, or the nature of 
the sinner to the nature of God. 
The fire which they have kin- 
dled, signifies their own fancied 
goodness, and inherent moral 
virtue, together with the sufh- 
ciency of their own natural rea- 
son and understanding. This 
is blown up by their blind ima- 
ginations and wicked desires.— 
At this fire they warm them- 
selves, and derive their supplies 
of direction and strength— 
Walking in the light of their 
own fire, means their practi- 
sing in conformity with their 
own polluted consciences, mis- 
guided reasons, and corrupt in- 
clinations. The sparks with 
which they compass themselves, 
are emitted from the fire they 
have enkindled, and in the ight 
of which they walk, and are of 
the same nature. These are 
their good works which fiow 
from hearts of pride, and oppe- 
sition toGod. With these they 
compass themselves on every 
side. They lay them thick a- 
round them, to guard their con- 
sciences from the conviction of 
truth, and the painful sensations 
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acter is kept up throughout, not 
only in the description”of their 
conduct, but of its consequences 
and final issue. Instead cf be- 
ing justified, they are condemne 
ed—instead of being Llessed, 
they are accursed, and instead of 
being received to glory, they 
will be crushed down to hell, and 
made the miserable monumcnts 
of God’s eternal vengeance. —. 
“ This shall ye receive of ming 
hand, saith the Lord, ye shall lie 
down in sorrow.” 

Such is the character, state 
and end of all self-righteous per- 
sons, aud sclf-deceived hypo- 
crites; and I have dwelt the 
longer upon it, as it is an entire 
contrast to the character in con- 
templation. Opposites viewed 
in connection, set off each other 
to better advantage, and in a 
clearer point of light. This is 
the end proposed. Let us now 
attend to the counterpart, and 
draw the opposite picture, by 
this rule, that whatever is essen 
tially contrary and disagreeing 
to the character expressed by 
walking in the light of their own 
Jire, essentially belongs to that 
character expressed by walking 
in the “ight of God’s countenance. 
And we are led to see, that a]l 
those things which lie hidden, 
and undiscovered to the impen- 
itent heart, are brought to view 
by the light of God’s counte- 
nance, and the teachings of his 
Spirit. This is the nature of 
light, to discover real objects, 
and not to conceal them. “ All 
things that are reproved, are 
made manifest by the light: for 
whatsoever doth make manifest, 
is light. ~ Wherefore he saith 
awake thou that sicepest, and 
arise from the dead, and Christ 
shall give the light.” (Eph. v. 
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‘sinner is represented as both 
as!cep and dead, and he must 
awake and arise from the dead 
before he can receive that light 
“which Christ gives. It is not 
the sleeping nor the dead who 
can see. Destitute of spiritual 
life, they are ignorant of their 
own hearts, blind to their true 
characters, to the character of 
God, and the Saviour, and hence, 
elated with pride, they build 
high towering hopes upon the 
sandy foundation of their own 
righteousness and strength. But 
the true believer hath not so 
learned Christ, nor himself.— 
Truth discevers error. The 
light of God’s countenance doth 
not conceal men’s corruptions 
and wickedness, but brings their 
Most secret abominations to view 
as in open day light, and shews 
the sinner to himself as a lost, 
guilty, helpless, and hell deserv- 
ing creature. Saith the Psalm- 
ist, “ Thou hast set our iniqui- 
ties before thee, our secret sins 
in the light of thy countenance.” 
A view of God ever gives us an 
humbling sense of ourselves. — 
The soul that is spiritually en- 
lightened, will freely own him- 
self wholly in the wrong, and 
God altogether right. He will 
voluntarily acknowledge his na- 
ture to be total enmity against 
God—that he never rendered 
‘any true obedience to his law— 
that in him, naturally dwelleth 
no good thing—that he can make 
no atonement for the smallest of 
his past sins—can offer no justi- 
fying righteousness to God— 
that he is absolutely dependent 
on free sovereign mercy, thro’ 
the merits of Christ, and has no 
other foundation to pray for 
mercy, or bope for salvation. 
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struction, teaches, and enforces 
these things as divine truth. In 
our former number, it was shewn 
that God is a sun, and Christ 
the light of the world—that 
Christians from their relation 
and moral likeness to him, are 
also called the light of the world 
—-that the word of God is light, 
and his commandment a lamp ; 
and his Gospel is, in the most 
eminent sense, light, the most 
glorious light that ever shone 
upoa our dark and benizhted 
world. And they all join to 
manifest these things and estab- 
lish them as divinely true. The 
Apostle Paul saith, “ I was alive 
without the law once ;” that is, 
he walked in the light of his own 
fire, and compassed himself with 
the sparks of his own kindling.— 
“ But when the commandment 
came sin revived, and I died.” 
Here was a final end of all his 
legal hopes, and pharisaical 
righteousness. He saw himself 
utterly lost, ruined and helpless 
and that nothing short of the righ- 
teousness of Christ, and the arm 
of God’s free sovereign mercy 
could save him. This is the 
glorious end and design of the 
gospel, to exalt God, and humble 
man, that no ficsh should glory 
in his presence. To this truth, 
all who walk in the light of 
God’s countenance will cheer- 
fully subscribe. ‘This has been 
the creed of the Godly in all 
ages. And I am bold to say, 
that there is not a real Chris- 
tian on earth, but what in the 
right understanding of these 
doctrines, will frecly and joyful- 
ly acknowledge them, the words 
of eternal life. They, whom 
God justifies, do ever condemn 
themselves, and in the same de- 


Every thing called spiritual | gree as we enjoy the light of 


light, and affording spiritual in- | God’s countenance, we shall be 


tt eee 
> 


ae 
ee. 
Toe ie 


Rae act 




















LP OCTET TR 












































1804.] 


filled with self loathing and ab- 
horrence. ‘These were the 
humbling views of Job, in the 
clear manifestations of God’s 
glory and gracious presence. — 
“ [have heard of thee by the 
hearing of the ear, but now mine 
eye seeth thee ; wherefore I ab- 
hor myself, and repent in dust 
and ashes.” So the Prophet 
Habakkuk, “ When I heard, my 
belly trembled; my lips quivered 
at the voice: rottenness entered 
into my bones, and I trembled 
in myself.” And the Apostle 
Paul: “ This is a faithful say- 
ing, and worthy of all accepta- 
tion, that Christ Jesus came in- 
to the world to save sinners, of 
whom I am chief.” 

An anecdote related by Mr. 
Rutherford, is in point, and in 
the plain stile of that day mani- 
fests the true christian spirit, in 
a distinguishing point of view. 
David Dixon, was an eminently 
pious Scotch divine, who flour- 
ished in the days of the high 
church persecution in Scotland, 
and through life was a Jaborious 
and successful minister of Christ. 
The good man lay upon his 
death bed, and being asked by a 
religious friend who was mak- 
ing him a parting visit, what 
was the present state of his 
mind, and his feelings and exer- 
cises in a view of the eternal 
world—by your faithfulness in 
the cause of Christ, we trust 
you have laid a foundation for 
great comfort in a dying hour :— 
he replied in these memorable 
words—J fave gathered uf all 
my works both good and bad, and 
throw: them down together ina 
heap: before the Lord, and have 
run away from them allio Christ, 
andin him I find stveet rest and 
freace. 





Thus doth the soul who walks | 


Vou. V. No. 1. 
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in the light of God’s counté- 
nance, see things in their true 
light. He sees and acknowled- 
ges the infinite holiness of the 
divine character, law and gov- 
ernment. He is made acquaiti- 
ted with the pride and pollution 
of his own heart, and the vilé- 
ness and guilt of his own char- 
acter, with corresponding exet- 
cises of his affections. And by 
being thus happily prepared to 
receive the salvation of Christ, 
he becomes sweetly conformed 
to the methods of divine gracé, 
as they are revealed in the glori- 
ous dispensation of the gospel. 

2. They who walk in the light 
of God’s countenance, do enjoy 
sweet peace, calmness and se- 
renity of mind. This is pecul- 
iar to them. They only have 
true peace ; and this necessarily 
arises from right apprehensions 
of the truth, and right exerci- 
ses of heart towards God’s char- 
acter, government and grace. 
As to the wicked, who walk, by 
the light of their own fire; whic 
is the same as total dakness, and 
whose hearts are unreconciled 
to God and his ways—opposed 
to his character and govern- 
ment, his law and his gospel— 
they have no true peace or com- 
fort, and it is naturally, absolute- 
ly, and forever impossible that 
they should have. All their at- 
tempts toclimb up some other 
way to Heaven are vain and 
fruitless. They are actually op- 
posing the only methods, and 
the eternal purposes of God’s 
grace, resisting the arm of om- 
nipotence, and as briars and 
thorns or stubble fully dry, they 
are setting themselves in battle 
array against the devouring 
flames. Their sensual pleasures 
are low and grovelling ; and 
embittered withremorse. Their 














_expectations from the creature 


are unanswered; theirdesires un- 


_gatisfied; their hopes are dashed 


with vexation, and terminate 
in disappointment. The divine 
determination is an insuperable 
and an eternal barin the way of 
that happiness and enjoyment, 
they desire, and are anxiously 
seeking to obtain. They have, 
therefore, no rest, but are like 
the troubled sea whose waters 
continually cast up mire and dirt. 
“ There is no peace, saith my 
God to the wicked.” 

But the blessed soul who is 
humbied and conformed to God, 


and walks in the light of his 


countenance, is delivered from 
this thraldom and wretchedness, 
this miserable state of vassalage 
and slavery to his corruptions 
and lusts. In an hearty sub- 
mission to God, there is true 
peace—by humbling himself he 


is exalted—by giving all up, he 


enjoys all, and by dying to him- 
self, helivestoGod. The light 


of Ged’s countenance not only | 


shews him to himself, but shews 
him the glory of God, with a 
transforming energy upon his 
soul. It not only discovers to 
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wants, his sickness and wounds, | 


his wretchedness and guilt ; but | diction with which Aaron and his 


also his fullness and strength, 


his remedy and cure, his happi- | 


ness and salvation, and sweetly 
applies these precious benefits 
to his soul, in the pardon of sin, 
peace of conscience, and joy in 
the Holy Ghost. In Christ he 
discovers an infinite fulness of 
all that he wants. Here is just 
such a Saviour as he needs, and 
just such a happiness as he de- 
sires. In him he enioys sweet 
peace. Reconciled toGod, he ap- 
pears altogether right—his char- 
acter infinitely amiable, beauti- 
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1, glorious—all his ways judg- 
ment and truth—his Providence 
kind and gracious, and all his 
government infinitely wise and 
good. His mind is enlarged, 
and he no longer thinks and acts 
upon the small, narrow scale of 
the selfish contractedmind. He 
embraces, and contemplates in 
a general view, the eternal plan 
of divine grace, and by faith 
considers every creature, and 
every event, as being in their va- 
rious ways designed to subserve 
the gregt and important end God 
hath in view in the creation and 
government of the world. In 
this view he considers every 
thing to be right, and wishes for 
no alteration, or that any thing 
should be in any respect differ- 
ent from what it is. And what 
can disturb the peace and com- 
fort of the soul possessed of 
these views, and in the full ex- 
ercise of this temper of mind? 
If God reign, he must be hap- 
py. “Great peace have they 
that love thy law, and nothing 
shall offend them.” And we 
learn from sundry scriptures, 
that it is the light of God’s coun- 


tenance, which thus enlarges, 
him his spiritual weakness and | 


enlightens, settles and comforts 
the soul. Such was the bene- 


sons were directed to bless the 
children of Israel (Mumbere v. 
24.) “ The Lord bless thee and 
keep thee. The Lord make his 
face to shine upon thce, and be 
gracious unto thee. The Lord 
lift up his countenance upon 
thee, and give thee peace.” 
And in Psalm xxi. 6. “ Thou 
hast made him most blessed for- 
ever—thou hast made him ex- 
ceeding glad with thy counte- 
nance.” A contrast to this we 
findin the 30th Psalm, “ thou 
didst hide thy face, and I was 
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7 troubled.” What is meant by 
"© the hidings of God’s face, and 
~~ the withdrawment of the light 
of his countenance, and what 
darkness and distress immedi- 
ately fill the mind, the children 
of God, and they only truly 
know.— This the Psalmist ex- 
perienced, and sensibiy express- 
ed in the 42d. Psalm, and at the 
same time reproves himsclf for 
his dejection and stirs himself 
up to exercise hope and trust in 
God, 
down, O my soul, and why art 
thou disguieted within me? Ho 
thou in God, for I shall yet 
praise him for the help of his 
countenance.” 


ASAPH. 
(Zo be continued.) 


— Die 
On accountability to God. 


OME who admit the exist- 
ence of a God, are unwil- 
ling to believe that he is a moral 
governor, It is more consonant 
to their feelings, to suppose, that 
he is a Being supremely happy 
in the contemplation of his own 
perfections, but totally uncon- 
cerned about the affairs of this 
world. l'rom such a God, they 
would have nothing to fear. 
They might safely be as regard- 
less of him and his perfections 
and attributes, as he is of them. 
But such a God as this, is a 
being of their own imagination 
and not such an one, as reason 
and revelation declare /im to be, 
who created the heavens and the 
earth. The same arguments, 
which prove the existence of a 
God, prove also his natural per- 
fections. If any be disposed to 
believe, that his moral perfec- 
fions are not demonstrable from 
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the light of nature, it must be 
allowed, that they are abundant- 
iy proved by the scriptures. If, 
then, there is a God, who is pos- 
sessed of every natural and mor- 
al perfection, it can be clearly 
proved that he has a right to 
govern the world, and that all 
moral beings are accountable to. 
him. 

By right, as it is here used, is 
to be understood, just claim. It 
is said, that a man has a right to 
govern his clikdren. If it be 
asked, whence is the origin of 
this right, aside from what is said 
in revelation upon the subject ? 
The reply is, that it is fit and 
suitable that he should govern 
them, and that they should be 
obedient tohim. It is manifest. 
ly for the good of children, that 
they should be in subjection to 
their parents. It is true, that 
in some extraordinary cases, a 
child is not under obligation to 
obey its parent. If the parent 
be deranged in mind, the obli- 
gation to obedience on the side 
of the child ceases ; or if the 
parent, from anger or any other 
cause, should command any 
thing tobe done, which is more 
ally wrong, the child would not 
be obliged to obey. But the 
government of a parent over 
his children, does not fully and 
justly illustrate the divine gov 
ernment over the world, <A pa- 
rent is liable to give unjust com- 
mands through ignorance ; the 
Most Highis not. The gover- 
nor of a family may command 
that to be done, which is moral- 
ly wrong ; the governor of the 
world cannot. 

God has a right tothe world, 
because itis his property. He 
created it out of nothing, and 
therefore, itishis own and at 
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_expectations from the creature 


are unanswered; theirdesires un- | 


_gatisfied; their hopes are dashed 

with vexation, and terminate 
in disappointment. The divine 
determination is an insuperable 
and an eternal bar in the way of 
that happiness and enjoyment, 
they desire, and are anxiously 
seeking to obtain. They have, 
therefore, no rest, but are like 
the troubled sea whose waters 
continually cast up mire and dirt. 
“ There is no peace, saith my 
God to the wicked.” 

But the blessed soul who is 
humbied and conformed to God, 
and walks in the light of his 
countenance, is delivered from 
this thraldom and wretchedness, 
this miserable state of vassalage 
and slavery to his corruptions 
and lusts. In an hearty sub- 
mission to God, there is true 
peace—by humbling himself he 
is exalted—by giving all up, he 


him his spiritual weakness and 


his wretchedness and guilt ; but 


ness and salvation, and sweetly 
applies these precious benefits 
to his soul, in the pardon of sin, 
peace of conscience, and joy in 
the Holy Ghost. In Christ he 
discovers an infinite fulness of 
all that he wants. Here is just 
such a Saviour as he needs, and 
just such a happiness as he de- 
sires. In him he enioys sweet 
peace. Reconciled toGod, heap- 
pears altogether right—his char- 
acter infinitely amiable, beauti- 
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1, glorious—all his ways judg- 
ment and truth—his Providence 
kind and gracious, and all his 
government infinitely wise and 
good. His mind is enlarged, 
and he no longer thinks and acts 
upon the small, narrow scale of 
the selfish contractedmind. He 
embraces, and contemplates in 
a general view, the eternal plan 
of divine grace, and by faith 
considers every creature, and 
every event, as being in their va- 


rious ways designed to subserve 


the great and important end God 
hath in view in the creation and 
government of the world. In 
this view he considers every 
thing to be right, and wishes for 
no alteration, or that any thing 
should be-in any respect differ- 
ent from what it is. And what 
can disturb the peace and com- 
fort of the soul possessed of 
these views, and in the full ex- 


| ercise of this temper of mind? 
enjoys all, and by dying to him- , 
self, he livestoGod. The light | 
of Ged’s countenance not only | 
shews him to himself, but shews | 
him the glory of God, with a | learn from sundry scriptures, 
transforming energy upon his | 


soul. It not only discovers to | 


If God reign, he must be hap- 
py. “Great peace have they 
that love thy law, and nothing 
shall offend them.” And we 


that it is the light of God’s coun- 
tenance, which thus enlarges, 


| enlightens, settles and comforts 
wants, his sickness and wounds, | 


the soul. Such was the bene- 


| diction with which Aaron and his 
also his fullness and strength, | 


his remedy and cure, his happi- | 


sons were directed to bless the 
children of Israel (Mumbere v. 
24.) “ The Lord bless thee and 
keep thee. The Lord make his 
face toshine upon thce, and be 
gracious unto thee. ‘The Lord 
lift up his countenance upon 
thee, and give thee peace.” 
And in Psalm xxi. 6. “ Thou 
hast made him most blessed for- 
ever—thou hast made him ex- 
ceeding glad with thy counte- 
nance.” A contrast to this we 
findin the 30th Psalm, “ thou 
didst hide thy face, and I was 
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troubled.” What is meant by 
the hidings of God’s face, and 
the withdrawment of the light 
of his countenance, and what 
darkness and distress immedi- 
ately fill the mind, the children 
of God, and they only truly 
know.— This the Psalmist ex- 
perienced, and sensibiy express- 
ed in the 42d. Psalm, and ut the 
same time reproves himsclf for 
his dejection and stirs himself 
up to exercise hope and trust in 
God. 
down, O my soul, and why art 
thou disquieted within me? Hope 
thou in God, for I shall yet 
praise him for the help of his 
countenance.” 


ASAPH. 
(Zo be continued.) 


— Die 
On accountability to God. 


OME who admit the exist- 
ence of a God, are unwil- 
ling to believe that he is a moral 
governor, Itis more consonant 
to their feelings, to suppose, that 
he is a Being supremely happy 
in the contemplation of his own 
perfections, but totally uncon- 
cerned about the affairs of this 
world. Irom such a God, they 
would have nothing to fear. 
They might safely be as regard- 
less of him and his perfections 
and attributes, as he is of them. 
But such a God as this, is a 
being of their own imagination 
and not such an one, as reason 
and revelation declare him to be, 
who created the heavens and the 
earth. The same arguments, 
which prove the existence of a 
God, prove also his natural per- 
fections. If any be disposed to 
believe, that his moral perfec- 
fions are not demonstrable from 


On accountability to God. 


“ Why art thou cast | 





i$ 


the light of nature, it must be 
allowed, that they are abundant- 
iy proved by the scriptures. If, 
then, there is a God, who is pos- 
sessed of every natural and mor- 
al perfection, it can be clearly 
proved that he has a right to 
govern the world, and that all 
moral beings are accountable to. 
him. 

By right, as it is here used, is 
to be understood, just claim. It 
is said, that a man has a right to 
govern his clikdren. If it be 
asked, whence is the origin of 
this right, aside from what is said 
in revelation upon the subject ? 
The reply is, that it is fit and 
suitable that he should govern 
th.m, and that they should be 
obedient tohim. It is manifest. 
ly for the good of children, that 
they should be in subjection to 
their parents. It is true, that 
in some extraordinary cases, a 
child is not under obligation to 
obey its parent. If the parent 
be deranged in mind, the obli- 
gation to obedience on the side 
of the child ceases ; or if the 
parent, from anger or any other 
cause, should command any 
thing tobe done, which is mor 
ally wrong, the child would not 
be obliged to obey. But the 
government of a parent over 
his children, does not fully and 
justly illustrate the divine gove 
ernment over the world, <A pa- 
rent is liable to give unjust com- 
mands through ignorance ; the 
Most Highis not. The gover- 
nor of a family may command 
that to be done, which is moral- 
ly wrong ; the governor of the 
world cannot. 

God has a right tothe world, 
because itis his property. He 
created it out of nothing, and 
therefore, itishis own and at 
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his disposal. If it is his own, 
and he has the requisite qualifi- 
cations of a governor, his righ/to 
govern it is indisputable. With 
regard to his qualifications both 
for natural and moral govern- 
ment, there can be no doubt. 
His, goodness, and knowledge, 
and power are fully adequate to 
the undertaking. His goodness 
will disfiose him to do that which 
is best; his wisdom will cnable 
him tojudge what is best; and 
his power will enable him to car- 
ry that judgment into execution. 
Since, therefore, he is, in every 
respect, completely qualified for 
@ governor, and since the world 
is his /rroferty, in the most strict 
sense of the word, he has a 
perfect right to govern it. 

As the Most High possesses 
those qualifications, which are 
necessary to constitute a moral 
governor ; 
those qualifications, which are 


necessary to constitute moral, | 


accountable beings. 
All beings, which are capable 


and wrong, are fit subjects of 
moral government. 
not capable of making this dis- 
tinction. They do not possess 
all those faculties, which 


agent. They are, therefore, not 
fit subjects of moral government. 
But man possesses that faculty 


Gistinguish between that which 
is morally right and that which is 
morally wrong. It is not neces- 
sary, that men should be ac- 
quainted with the revealed Jaw 
of God, in order to their being 
the proper subjects of moral 
government. Thereis anessen- 
tial difference between right and 
wroay; and man is capable of 
observing this difference, wit- 
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so mankind possess | 


are | 
a. | 


necessary to constitute a moral | 
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out any revelation. The nature 
of things and that which is suit- 
able in itself are not altered by 
the publication of alaw. Such 
acharacter, as that of the Most 
High, always did and always 
will deserve to be loved, aside 
from the consideration of any 
revealed law ; and it always was 
and always willbe wrong to re- 
fuse to love such a character. 
Mankind would be proper sub- 
jects of reward and punishment 
ina future world, if they had 
never been favored with a revela- 
tion from heaven. It would be 
wrong for them not to love God 
and each other, whether they 
expected ever to be called to an 
account ornot. The propriety 
of their loving is not affected, 
because they are to be rewarded 
or punished. The heathen are, 
therefore, the proper subjects of 
moral government. Whether 
they expect a future state of ex, 
istence or not, they are capable 
of determining the moral quali- 


| ty of actions, and of distinguish- 
of distinguishing between right | 


ing between right and wrong. 


They feel conscious guilt, and 
Brutes are | 


consequently, desert of punish- 
ment, for doing wrong, as well 
as those who are enlightened by 
reyelation. “ For when the 
rentiles, which have not the law, 
do by nature, the things contain- 
ed in the law, these, having not 


| the law, are a law unto them- 
which is necessary in order to | 


selves ; which show the work of 
the law written in their hearts, 


| their conscience also hearing wit- 


ness, and their thoughts the 
mean while accusing or else ex- 
cusing one another.” Hence, 
it appears, that all men are un- 
der a moral law. Those, who 
have not the revealed law, are 
under the law of nature and the 
law of conscience. ‘Those, who 
have the revealed law, will be 
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judged by that, and those who 
have it not, will be judged accor- 
ding to the light with which they 
are favored. All men, there- 
fore, are capable of virtue and 
vice, and are proper subjects of 
moral government. 

Some are disposed to excuse 
themselves for not complying 
with the revealed law, and with 
the law of conscience, onaccount 
of a supposed inability, which 
they are under, of complying 
with them. It is one of the 
plainest dictates of common 
sense, that men are neither 
praise or blame worthy for doing 
or not doing certain things when 
they are involuntary and undera 
natural necessity. But the ina- 
bility of doing right, which men 
are under, consists wholly in 
want of inclination. If they 
have a mind to do right, there is 
no obstacle in the way. 


On accountability to Ged, 





Man is conscious of being 
free ; and he cannot possibly 
have higher evidence of any 
thing than that which arises from 
his own consciousness. 
the same evidence of his frec- 
com, that he has of his exist- 
ence ; and it is just as absurd for 
a manto doubt whether he is 
free, as itis to doubt whether 
he exists. He feels that he is a 
proper subject of praise or 
blame, reward or punishment. 
He also treats his fellow-men as 
such, and if they do right, he 
praises them, and if they do 
wrong, he blames them. We 
have alsothe testimony of scrip- 
ture in favor of human liberty. 
In that, man is represented as a 
free, voluntary agent, and the 
proper subject of reward and 
punishment. If, then, man has 
intuitive evidence of his own 
frecdom ; if he treats his fel- 
low-menas free voluntary agents, 
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and praise or blame worthy ; if 
he is represented in scripture as 
free, we may conclude with cer- 
tainty, that he is possessed of 
that liberty which is necessary 
to constitute a voluntary, ac- 
countable being—that he is ca- 
pable of virtue and vice—and 
consequently that he is a proper 
subject of moral government. 

Some are not content with the 

liberty of following their own in- 
clinations, or of doing as they 
please. But what freedom could 
there be ina man’s acting con- 
trary tohis inclination ? Do we 
blame a man for an action which 
he had no inclination to do, and 
to which his heart was wholly 
opposed? Ordo we ever judge 
a man praise-worthy for an act- 
ion, which is productive of good, 
where his heart is wholly oppo- 
sed to that good, and it is per- 
fectly contrary to his wish and 
intention. In such cases, a man 
isno more blame-worthy, than 
the ocean is for drowning people, 
and no more praise-worthy, 
than the earth is for producing 
fruits. 

But whether liberty of acting 
contrary to a man’s inclination 
be compatible with accountabili- 
ty or not, it is certain that he has 
not this liberty. He cannot put 
forth an act of will or voluntary 
exercise which is contrary to 
his present inclination ; because 
that would imply, that he wills 
what he does not will and that he 
chooses what he does not choose. 
It is impossible that he should 
be inclined thé contrary way 
from that to which he is inclined. 
It is therefore certain that man 
has not the liberty of acting con- 
trary to his inclination, and ne 
one of any consideration or re- 
flection can desire such a liberty. 





It is impossible to conceive, that 
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an intelligent being can have a 
higher degree of liberty, than 
that which consists in following 
his own inclination. 

It would appear very strange, 
indeed, fora man to plead in ex- 
cuse for not doing right, that he 
had no inclination to do right ? 
Or for a murderer to say, that 
his inclination to kill his neigh- 
bor was so strong that he could 
not overcome it, and therefore 
he was excusable ? So far is it 
from being agrceable to common 
sense, that criminals are excu- 
sabie, because they follow their 
vicious inclination in doing 
wrong, that their criminality is 
always considered as commen- 
surate with their propensity to 
do wrong. It is therefore cer- 
tain, from reason, from com- 
mon sense, and from scripture, 
that want of inclination to do 
good, is no excuse. 

From what has been said, it 
appears, that the Most High is 
the moral governor of the uni- 
verse. All intelligent beings 
were created by him, and to him 
they are accountable. He did 
not make the world, and then 
leave it to the government of 
chance ; neither did he create 
man, and then leave him to obey 
the dictates of his passions with 
impunity. Buthe hath appoin- 
ted a day, in which he will judge 
the world—in which he will cail 
2il moral beings to an account. 
He is abundantly quahfied to sus- 
tain the important office of judge 
of the universe. His character, 
asit respects impartiality and 
strict Integrity, is unimpeacha- 
ble. He cannot be deceived, for 
to him the thoughts of all hearts 
are known. His love of justice 
will prevent his pronouncing an 
unjust sentence. 

It further appears from what 
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has been said, that mankind are 
proper subjects of moral governs 
ment. They have those facul- 
ties which are necessary to con- 
stitute voluntary, moral, accoun- 
table beings. They are posses- 
sed of that liberty which is ne- 
cessary to render their actions 
virtuous or vicious. It is in 
vain to pretend, that every thing 
takes place by such an unavoid- 
able necessity, that men cannot 
do otlierwise than they do, and 
consequently that they are not 
culpable for their evil actions. 
This excuse never has been and 
never will be acknowledged be- 
fore any tribunal as having the 
least validity. No man’s unbias- 
ed conscience will admit it in jus- 
tification of himself ; men will 
not receive it from each other ; 
neither will it be received at the 
bar of God. It will be swept 
away among the refuges of lies. 
Men are conscious of their own 
freedom. They feel that they 
do wrong, and that they deserve 
punishment. They will have 
nothing to plead, before the tri- 
bunal of Heaven, in excuse for 
their evil conduct, but will unite 
with the Judge in passing sen- 
tence against themselves. 

It appears highly proper that 
there should be a general reck- 
oning day. Many abuse the 
mercies of providence, and mis- 
improve the talents which are 
committed to them. Many 
crimes are not cognizable by hu- 
man tribunals ; and many crim- 
inals pass through life cloathed 
with the garb of innocence. 
The judges of this world are 
not always honest, and if they 
be, they are liable to errors and 
mistakes in judging. They can- 
not know the hearts of men.— 
They can determine the moral 
turpitude of actions only by con- 
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sidering their tendency and gen- 
eral consequences. But at the 
great day of account every thing 
will be adjusted. All will be 
called upon to give an account, 
how they have improved the tal- 
ents which were committed to 
them. All will be called upon 
to render an account of their 
conduct. The trial will be fair 
and open, and perfectly free 
from all chicanery. Before the 
tribunal of Heaven all crimes 
are cognizable. They will then 


_be judged exactly according to 


their moral turpitude. All char- 
acters and actions will appear in 
their true light. The garb of 
sanctimony will no longer con- 
ceal pharisaical pride. The hy- 
pocrite will appear unmasked.— 
The hearts of all will be laid 
open to view. The secret 
things of darkness will be bro’t 
to light. Then the judge will 


_ pronounce sentence upon all—a 


sentence, the justice of which 
will appear to all moral beings. 
The true character ofthe judge 
will be discovered and honored 
by the assembled universe. 

In expectation of this solemn 
day, let Christians rejoice — 
The day of your redemption is 
coming. Though you are now 
despised and rejected of men, 
though you are afflicted and per- 
secuted, though the wicked tri- 
umph over you, the time will ere 
long come, when you shall be 
delivered from the malice of 
your enemies, and when your 
Saviour shall call them to give 
an account of their conduct— 
Though many things are myste- 
rious and gloomy, though virtue 
is oppressed and vice triumphs, 
you may rest assured, that every 
thing will soon be rectified — 
You have this consolation, which 
the world can neither give nor 
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take away, that every thing will 
finally terminate in the divine 
glory. Your sovereign sits upon 
the throne. His providence exe 
tends to all creatures and to all 
events. He sits at the helm of 
universal government, and noth- 
ing takes place without his per- 
mission. He is a glorious na- 
tural and moral governor. You 
who have made the governor of 
the world your friend, have 
nothing to fear. He will finally 
receive you, with a smile of in- 
finite benignity, to those blessed 
abodes, where the wicked cease 
from troubling and the weary 
are at rest. 


In expectation of this day, let 
sinners be afraid. The day of 
your condemnation is coming. 
Though you may now swim m 
an ocean of pleasure, though 
you may be loaded with the 
wealth and honors of the world, 
the time will ere long come, 
when all these enjoyments will 
be at an end, and you will be 
called before the bar of Heaven 
to render an account of your 
conduct. Though you may 
put far away the evil day, it will 
assuredly come. The retribu- 
tions of eternity are no fictions. 
You will know by your own 
experience that they are dread- 
ful realities. The Almighty 
God will vindicate his own gov- 
ernment. As sure as he sits 
upon the throne, he will not let 
wickedness go unpunished. If 
you remain impenitent, your 
judge will be inexorable. He 
will turn to you, with a look 
which will fill your souls with 
horror, and will consign you te 
the regions of despair. 


In expectation of a judgment 
day, let all examine themselves 
and see whether they are pre- 
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pared to stand before the bar of 
God. 


“Thrice happy they who enter now 
the court, 
« Feaven opens in their bosoms.” 


Thrice happy they who make 
their judge their friend. All 
who have an interest in the a- 
tonement and righteousness of 
Christ, may look forward to the 
final day of account with compo- 
sure and delight. All, who are 
not reconciled to the Redeemer, 
must look forward to that day 
With anxiety and terror. 


NEANISKOS. 





Flumility taught by the examfile 
and doctrines of Christ. 


HAT man ought to be 

humble, is a doctrine a- 
bundantly taught throughout the 
whole sacred volume. All the 
descriptions there given of the 
inconceivable greatness, power, 
wisdom and holiness of God, 
and of the infinite distance be- 
tween him and sinful man, teach 
us to feel truly humble. 


Pride and humility are wholly 
epposite to each other. Pride 
is the operation of selfishness, 
humility of true evangelical be- 
nevolence. Without a humble 
temper there can be no true re- 
ligion ; neither will man ever 
be reconciled to take his proper 
place, as he stands related to 
God and creatures. Perhaps 
there is nothing in which our 
hearts more deccive us than in 
the secret windings and opera- 
tions of pride. Men may be 
proud of their spiritual gifts, of 
their religion, and even of their 
supposed humility. This may 
be a reason why God sees ii 
best to keep manv Christians 
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tlow in the light and comforting 


influences of the holy spirit. 

The grace of humility is so 
essentially necessary to the 
Christian, that the dispensations 
of his Heavenly Father will 
doubtless be such as tend to 
cultivate it in the heart ; his 
happiness will likewise increase 
or diminish, according as he 
cherishes or neglects this grace. 
To assist the Christian to grow 
in humility and meekness, let 
him look at the example and at- 
tend to the doctrines of his di- 
vine Lord. 

Great characters are ever set 
up as patterns of imitation a- 
mong mankind, and the nearer 
any approach to their standard, 
the more honorable they are es- 
teemed. There is a character 
presented in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, not only perfect in the 
moral or holy state of the heart ; 
but one infinitely wise and pow- 
erful, one in whom dwells all 
the fullness of the God-head bod- 
ily, who is heir and possessor 
of all things in Heaven and on 
earth. This glorious person 
invites us to learn of him, for he 
is meek and lowly inheart. To 
him the Spirit was not given by 
measure, and we are in no dan- 
ger of being led into error, by 
his example in any period of his 
life. 

The history which we have of 
the early part of his life is short. 
His parents were poor, his re- 
puted father was a carpenter ; 
but he, in all dutiful obedience, 
submitted to them, and it is pro- 
bable wrought with his father at 
his occupation. Here we see 
the amiable fruits of a holy, be- 
nevolent and humble temper—= 
His greatness did not fill him 
with high ideas of self-impor- 
tance, render him disobedient, or 
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make him despise labor as be- 


homage and service of others 
on that account. So far from 
this, he seems to have forgotten 
his own personal honors, and 
his whole heart was engaged in 
the work for which he came in- 
to the world. That God might | 
be glorified, and guilty, ruined 
and undohe sinners saved, was 
the great object of his mission ; | 
therefore, he says, “ I seek not | 
mine own glory, but his that 
sent me.” And they that do 
the will of God and keep his 
commands, Iet them be high 
ov low, rich or poor, honor- 
ored or despised by the men of 
this world, are acknowledged as 
his dearest friends and breth- 
ren. 

He was not allured with the 
splendor of earthly pomp and 
greatness, nor did he court the 
company: and favor of those 
who were possessed of them, or 
in any measure imitate their 
manners; but he came to Jeru- 
salem, riding upon an ass, and 
a colt, the foal of an ass, at- 
tended by his disciples, who 
were neither rich or mighty. 

lie chose the company where 
he could do the most good, let it 
be at a marriage feast, or eating 
with despised publicais and sin- 
ners. He was among his dis- 
ciples as one that served, and 
did not disdain even to wash 
their fect, although he was thew 
Lord and Master. His public 
toaciiine was without pomp and 
ostentation, in all the simplicity 
and majesty of truth. He re- 
proved, without respect of per- 
sons, the sins, hypocrisy and 
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feast, we should express the 
humble and benevolent feelings 
ofour hearts, by taking the low- 
est seats ; for he that truly acts 
out an humble heart shall be ex- 
alted, but he that proudly ex- 
alts himself shall be abased. 

He sct us an example of kinds 
ness to enemies ; not to render 
evil for evil, to bless them that 
curse, and to pray for them that 
persecute and treat us despite- 
fully. 

Did those who profess to be 
the disciples of the meek and 
lowly Jesus, keep his example 
and doctrines continually before 
them, how different would be 
their life and conversation ‘— 
How amiable must they appear, 
when cloathed with humility, as 
with a garment? For when the 
King’s daughter is all glorious 
within, her cloathing is of 
wrought gold. 

The kingdoms of this world 
have their origin in pride and 
selfishness. From the same 
source have arisen innumera- 
ble rules and maxims of worldiy 
honorand greatness. ‘he breach 
of these causes personal and 

ational contentions, wars and 
bleed shed. It is accounted 
honorable and manlike, by the 
men of the world, when the 
proud and selfish feelings of 
their hearis are crossed, by a 
fancied or real injury, to resent 
the same with spirit and firm- 
ness, least they appear low, das- 
tardly and mean. But let Chris- 
tians look unto Jesus, as their 
their great example and pattern, 
when they are tempted to cxalt 
or avenge themselves, 

When did he ever exalt him- 
self or seek his own glory ‘— 
When did he resent or revenee 
personal injuries ? Among his 





curselves or demand honor from 
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served, he went about doing 

When abused and ill 
treated, he patiently suffered — 
When reviled he reviled not a- 
gain, but prayed for his perse- 
eutors and murderers, “ Father 
forgive them, for they know 
not what they do.” 

If we have not the spirit of 
Christ, let us make ever so 
much profession of discipleship, 
we are none of his, nor will he 
own us as such. If any man 
love the world, its ways, max- 
ims and feelings, more than the 
humiliating doctrines of Christ, 
the love of the Father is not 
in him. The light that shines 
most amiable in the Chris- 
tian character, is from the or- 
nament of a meek, humble 
and quiet spirit. This more than 
all other things distinguishes 
the Christian from the world in 
common, and is an evidence to 
himself and others, that he be- 
longs to that kingdom that is not 
of this world. 

The operation of pride and 
selfishness appears in so many 
colors and forms, wearing some- 
times the garb of reason, and 
sometimes of religion, that we 
cannot too carefully watch and 
examine our own hearts. With 
what propriety then, as in the 
solemn view of judgment and 
eternity, might we often ask our- 
selves such questions as the fol- 
lowing : Do I possess the hum- 
ble, benevolent and forgiving 
spirit of the meek and lowly 
Jesus, as the governing principle 
in heart and life? Does my light 
thus shine in what distinguishes 
a Christian before men, or am I 
conformed to the proud and self- 
ish feelings ofa sinful world? Am 
I afraid or ashamed, before scof- 
fing sinners, or formal profes- 
sors, to do what duty requires, 
in regard to this or another 
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world? Asa parent do I walk 
circumspectly before my house, 
not incuicating by example, 
pride and selfishness? Do I 
teach my children the meek, 
humble spirit and doctrines of 
Jesus, and hold up his example 
as the most amiable and honor- 
able pattern for them to follow ? 

Can I, in humble imitation 
of my divine Lord, pray from 
the heart, that God would for- 
give my enemies, who have in- 
jured and abused me? Such 
reflections as these might often 
remind us of our duty, and lead 
us to humble repentance for our 
sinful deficiency. 

How lovely is the Christian 
character, adorned with humili- 
ty? What a train of graces at- 
tendit? It is the humble soul 
alone that can be truly happy in 
this world, or that is prepared 
for the blessedness of Heaven. 
Such alone will be approved by 
our Lord, when he comes to 
judge the world. To the poor 
in spirit he will give the king- 
dom of Heaven, but the proud 
he knoweth afar off. ZETA. 
To THE Epitors oF THE Cox- 

NECTICUT EVANGELICAL Ma- 

GAZINE. 

It has been a question, What are 
the comforts of the Holy Ghost ? 

T is conceived the comforts of 

‘the Holy Ghost, are much 
the same as joy in the Holy 
Ghost, or joy and peace in be- 
lieving, produced by the power 
of the Holy Ghost. This joy 
or comfort is spiritual, both in its 
cause and effect, in the heart of 
every believer. It hath also spir- 
itual objects, from which it de- 
Lives its consolation. 

Joy produced by the Holy 
Ghost, or the comfort of the 
Holy Ghost, is heaven begun in 
the souls of the children of God, 
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wherein they take present sat- | the Lord, they will joy in the 
isfaction in his love. Yea, it is | God of their salvation. 

begun glory; for it is the very The joy or comforts which 
comfort which the soul enjoys | the Holy Ghost gives, are such, 
in God, and in his promises.— | that the more persons employ 
The Holy Ghost leads to God, | their souls in them, the more 
and to happiness in him; for | comfort and sweetness they find 
what else is happiness, but the | inthem. Their rejoicing is ih 
fruition of, and living upon a | the light of God’s countenance. 
happifying object. And such is | The believer seeks after this feli- 
this joy ; for it is Heaven in the | city ; and the enjoyment of it is 
soul; a foretaste of the felicities | his rejoicing; for he knows his 
of those who are now in the | happiness is grounded in the 
place of blessedness. But itis | love of God. [Ilis favor is life, 
only begun glory. There are | and his loving kindness is better 
higher degrees, and more per- { than life. Hence spiritual joy 
fect fruitions that remain forthe | hath this love, and is that from 
people of God in another world. | which it draws all its consolation. 
But these are the beginings and | and refreshment. 

earnest tokens thereof, andcome | The true joy of the child of 
to the soul by acts of believiug. | God, fixes not on the things of 
this world, and rejoices in them 
only as they come from God to 





Peter says, whom having not 


seen, ye loves in. whom though | 4:0) through Christ in the new 
now ye see him not, yet believ- | : ; 


“ee hea ' covenant ; and are witnesses of 
ing, ye Teyoice with joy unspeak~ | 155 fther’s care. One beam of 
able and fuil of glory. his love, darted into his soul, hath 
The children of God only, are | more ravishing delight in it, 
the subjects of this joy: no | than if he had the whole world 
stranger intermeddies therewith. | in possession. And this is the 
The new name written in the | joy of hope, through the Holy 
white stone, no man knoweth, | Ghost, as the Apostle calls it— 
saving he that receiveth it. But these are but foretastes of a 
The joy or comfort we are | a glorious fruition, which are 
enquiring after, is that which is | very imperfect compared with 
suited to the soul and thorough- | that of sight, which shall be 
ly affects it: as said Mary, My | hereafter. And the reason of 
soul doth magnify the Lord, and | this foretaste joy is, because the 
my spirit hath rejoiced in God | life of the children of God here, 
my Saviour. ‘This affords mat-| is by faith. And that which 
ter of joy when the outward | nourishes this faith is laid upin 
man is encompassed and oppres- | the promises, and draws conso- 
sed with distressing trouble.— | lation from them. 
For although the fig-tree shall These are comforts of the 
not blossom, neither shall fruit | Holy Ghost; and are called 
be in the vines, the labor of the | breasts of consolation; and by 
olive shall fail, and the fields | faiththey give nourishment to 
shall yield no meat; the flocks | Christians. The love of God is 
shall be cut off from the fold, | shed abroad in their hearts, by 
and there shall be no herd in the | the Holy Ghost, which is given 
stalls; yet they will rejoice in | unto them. And they have the 
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fatness of his house; which is at 
present a part of their portion. 
‘They are his children, and can 
cry Abba father. The king- 
dom of God is secured to them. 

These things afford matter for 
abundant joy ; and they have not 
only the witness of their own 
hearts, but the testimony of 
God’s spirit to confirm it unto 
them. And this is joy that is 
had in communion with God, as 
all his children have. ‘The 
Psalmist says, ‘Shey shall 
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| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


be 


abundantly satisfied with the fat- | 
ness of thy house, and thou 


shalt make them drink 
river of thy pleasures. 


of the | 
My soul | 


shall be filled with marrow and | 


fatness; and my mouth shall 
praise thee with joyful lips. 

The joy or comfort of the 
children of God, is but now be- 
gun: it shall be perfected in 
glory. Ilere we may consider, 
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they are the children of God.— 
And this affords them unspeak- 
able comfort. 

2. Believers are satisfied in 
their title to this portion. And 


‘this is another comfort of the 


Holy Ghost. 

They not only conclude there 
is enough in God to fill their 
most enlarged desires, but can 
say, that God is their God for- 
ever. They have a property in 
him, and can lay claim to all the 
good he hath made over to them 
in the promises. They know 
that the promises are their in- 
heritance; and that they are 
sure, and cannot fail; and there- 
fore all the happiness that, in 
them is settled upon the chil- 
dren of God, is theirs; and they 
shall as certainly enjoy it, as if 


| they were now in full possession 


1. That one part of the joy | 


and comfort which the Holy 
Ghost gives the children 
God, is satisfaction in their por- 
tion. ‘They see enough in it— 


"They look no further for an ob- | 


ject that may make them, happy. | title, and secured by an obliga- 


Worldly persons, netwithstand- 
) ’ 


ing all their enjoyments, are | 


seeking new objects to fix upon. 
But believers have found their 
resting place, and their all; and 
can feelingly say, that it is good 
for them to draw near to God.-— 
They are not indeed, satisfied 
with those measur P enyoy- 
ment which they have, but are 
still reaching forward; and in 
this respect, they are short of the 
contentment which the glorified 


oO} 


Spirits enjoy. But they are sat- 
istied in their objec 
it is enough, and will 
where clse, because 


. 


¢ oe | . = 
3 and resoive 
eo ho 
they hye vee 


eternal life in God. The spirit 
Witnesses with their spivits, that 


of ’ 


of it. For we know, says the 
Apostle, that if our earthly house 
of this tabernacle were dissolved 
we have a building of God, an 
house not made with — hands, 
eternal in the Heavens. 

And this eternal house is 
made over by an everlasting 


| tion that shall stand by the chil- 


dren of God, when the world,and 
all that is in it, shall be burnt 
up; for they are become one 
with, and are under the shadow 


of the wings of the Almighty ; 
having betaken themselves to 
| Christ, who is the mighty God. 





\nd their joy flows from the 
light of his countenance, the 
smiles of bis favor, and the seal- 
ing: of his spirit. 

Let the world rage, and Heil 
vent its spite and malice never 
so much, yet in their title they 
are securely confident. For they 
are hidden under the wings of 
the Almighty, where they are 
forever safe. They want ne 
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new title, but only to possess 
what they have secured to them: 
even that joy or love of comp! as 
cency whicl God extends to his 
own, in which he manifests him- 
self to them as their Ged, and 
makes known his purposes of 
good to them 
They have received the first 
fruits of joy and comfort, and of 
God’s special love to them, 
which are the earnests of the 
full harvest they are to gather 
at reaping time. 
S. We may add, that believ- 
ers delight in their portion— 
The Loly Ghost gives them 
comfort in God their portion.— 
They are glad in the Lord all 
the day long. They say with 
the Psalmist, Return unto thy 
rest Oh my soul, for the Lord 
hath dealt bountifully with thee 
This makes them willing to fol- 
low Christ, to endure his cross, 
and despise the shame. baad 
joy in the Lord, when they have 
nothing else to rcjoice in. And 
indeed, they want nething else. 
Yea, in the midst of all tribuia- 
tions, they can rejoice Ww the 
hope of the glory of God. Tho’ 
their joy is here assaulted by 
trials, that which is to be in 
another world, will be 
them. Let this be a comfort to 
every true child of God, that 
they are coming to it, as fast as 
days and nights can pass away. 
And this is one of the prividess 
or benefits that belong to those 
who are chosen of God. Light 
is sown for the righteous, and 
eladnessfor the upright ia heart. 
Rejoice in the Lord, Oh ye 
righteous, and give thanks at 
the remembrance of iis holiness. 
ifit be here asked, why be- 
lievers have no more of this joy, 
(or no more of the comiorts of 
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are so often mourning, doubting, 
sizkipg, an at a loss in them- 
selves! To this it may be an- 
swered in general, that a sove- 
reign God may dispense his 
grace in what measure he plea- 
ses to his people: And his in- 
finite wisdom proportions those 
benefits that belong to their 
journey, as shall best serve to 
prepare them for, and bring 
them to glory inthe end. And 
these joys and comforts arc 
such, that they cant bear only 
small degrees of them in this 
life, because of human weak- 
hess. 

But the joy of believers is of 
another nature, and expresseth 
itself in a different manner from 
the worldling’s joy. ‘The excel- 
lency of a believers joy and con- 
solation cannot be known by a 
carnal mind. But a soul that 
hath God for his portion, and 
knows the preciousness of grace, 
the vileness and odiousness of 
sin, can distinguish between the 
mirth of fools, and the refined 
joy and comforts of the Holy 

Ghost. And in this solid re- 
jocing, he grows more and more 
like God, who is perfect joy and 
holiness; and so the Christian 
is fully contented in his portion, 
his Lord, and his sanctifier, who 
loves to give refreshment to 
those that love him. And this 
ie will do, as tokens of that joy 
which is to come, in the most 
intimate communion with him, 
in the highest Heavens, where 
there is nothing but untaintec 
j0) and comfort. 

Phe churcies of old walked 
in the comforts of, the Holy 

Ghost. ‘These comforts are the 
refreshments communicated by 
the Iloiy Ghost. ‘The peace, 
the joy,. the delight, the satis- 





the Holy Ghost) and why they 





faction and happiness which he 
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gives. The things he inspires, 
are holy affections and exercises, 
peculiarly spiritual. The com- 
forts are the refreshments which 
such exercises afford the soul. 
How cheering, how refresh- 
ing is it to those who have ex- 
perienced the renewing and 
sanctifying influences of the 
Holy Spirit, and who are fre- 
quently receiving fresh supplies 
of grace! These commune with 
the Father, and with his Son 
Christ Jesus. There is great 
comfort in contemplating an 
holy God, with holy admiration 
and love ; in contemplating the 
blessed Jesus in his mediatorial 
character; in contemplating all 
divine administrations; in anti- 
cipating the exercises and en- 
joyments of Heaven. There is 
great comfort in duty, in doing 
the things that please God.— 
There is great comfort in re- 
pentance, in sorrowing for sin. 
The Holy Ghost makes this 
Godly sorrow and mourning, 
comfortable and pleasant to a 
Pious soul. There is great com- 
fort in believing. Faith embra- 
ces Christ, and brings to the 
banquet of spiritual joys. By 
the spirit’s influences, obedience 
yields comfort and delight — 
Great peace have they which 
love thy law. The Holy Ghost 
gives great comfort in prayer. 
Peace of conscience, is another 
of the comforts of the Holy 
Ghost. Dependance on God 
for whatever we want, is anoth- 
er of the comforts of the Holy 
Ghost. When the divine spirit 
enables the Christian to put his 
fall trust in God, what comfort 
does it afford. Christian com- 
‘munion, is likewise a comfort of 
the Holy Ghost. When the 
spirit is poured out on Chris- 
tians, what sweet comfort do 
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they enjoy in communing to- 
gether in the same graces and 
duties. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. There is joy purchased on 
purpose for believers: they are 
invited to it, and shall find it in 
God, in his word, spirit and or- 
dinances. This is real and 
substantial joy, and rejoicing. — 
It is cordial and consolatory, and 
brings good fruit to Christians. 
The fruit of the spirit, says the 
Apostie, is love, joy peace, long- 
fuffering, gentleness, goodness, 
faith. And says Isaiah, the ran- 
somed of the Lord shall return 
and come to Zion with songs, 
and everlasting joy upon their 
heads; they shall obtain joy and 
gladness. 

2. It becomes the childrén of 
God to be much in the exercise 
of: this joy and peace, in be- 
lieving and to abound in hope 
through the power of the Holy 
Ghost. Joy in the Holy Ghost 
is the believers portion. And 
will not those rejoice who have 
such a glorious portion ? Oh, let 
them improve in a joyful posses- 
sion of their portion; walking 
in the fear Of the Lord, and in 
thescomfort of the Holy Ghost. 

Let those that are renewed by 
the power of the Holy Ghost, 
and have the witness in them- 
selves, rejoice in the precious 
fruits and comforts of the di- 
vine spirit. Let them live near to 
God, and then the joys and com- 
forts of the Holy Ghost will be 
possessed by them. The peace, 
the joy, the happiness resulting 
from believing, are unspeakably 
great. 

Hence, saith the Prophet, re- 
Joice ye with Jerusalem, and be 
glad with her, all ye that love 
her; rejoice for joy with her. 
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That ye may suck, and be sat- 
isfied with the breasts of her 
consolations ; that ye may milk 
out, and be delighted with the 
abundance of her glory. For 
thus saith the Lord, Behold, I 
will extend peace to her like a 
river. As one whom his moth- 
er comforteth, so will I comfort 
you; and ye shall be comforted. 

3. What rich, what unspeak- 
able good are those destitute of, 
who do not believe, have no 
hope, and are wholly destitute of 
the comforts of the Holy Ghost! 
They lose boundless joy and 
delight, which believers partici- 
pate in. These have food to eat 


the world knows not of, spiri- 
tual and divine food. God says, 
Behold, my servants shall eat, 
but ye shall be hungry; behold, 
my servants shall drink, but ye 
shall be thirsty; behold, my ser- 
vants shall rejoice, but ye shall 


be ashamed ; behold, my ser- 
vants shall sing for joy of heart, 
but ye shall cry for sorrow of 
heart, and shall howl for vexa- 
tion of spirit. 

4. Those that share in the 
gracious incomes of the Holy 
Spirit, are highly blessed indeed. 
The seeds of joy and gladness 
are sown in their hearts. I is 
said, in the scriptures of truth, 
Light is sown for the righteous, 
and gladness for the upright in 
heart. The God of hope, and 
comfort, will comfort them a- 
bundantly. Tosuch the Apos- 
tle says, Rejoice in the Lord al- 
ways ; and again I say, rejoice. 

OMEGA. 


A Narrative of a work of Divine 
Grace in Killingworth, second 
Society. 

[Con. from vol. iv. page 421.] 

HE number of hopeful con- 
verts, in the late revival 


Revival of Religion in Killingworth. 





of religion here, it appears from 
accounts received, is not equal 
to that in many other places —~A 
few instances, it may not be im- 
proper to notice. A person of 
about 23 years of age, and now 
a respectable member of the 
Church, communicated the fol-« 
lowing account : 

“ Thro’ childhood and youth, 
“ ] was equal to, if not surpas- 
“ sing any of my companions in 
“lightness and vanity. Tho’ 
“ free from profaneness, and the 
“ orossest sins, yet I tho’t little 
“ of God or a future state, untik 
“ IT was about 19, except at two 
“ periods, which I perfectly re- 
“ member—at one of which, I 
“was so impressed, for a few 
“ hours, with the thoughts of 
“of eternity, that I earnestly 
“ wished for death. All this 
“ was soon forgotten, and I went 
“ on uninterruptedly in my fol- 
“ly again, until I was about fif- 
“teen, when my attention was 
“ again excited by the things of 
“religion. I now felt it my 
“duty to pray, and made the 
“ attempt, with a determination 
“to continue it, which I did, 
“ but very carelessly, and soon 
“ after very thonghtlessly, once 
“ ortwice in aweek. This for- 
“ mal service blunted the stings 
“ of my conscience, so that I 
“ passed, quietly, along trusting 
“in the advantages of living in a 
“ Christian land, and of a reli- 
“ gious education, to save me, 
“ until it pleased God,: in his 
“own time and way, to con- 
“ vince me that achange of heart 
“ is necessary to an entrance in- 
“to Kleaven. About the mid- 
“ dle of the summer 1800, I be- 
“gan to entertain hard and 
“ blasphemous thoughts of God, 
“ which I endeavored to sup- 
“ press, but in vain. The more 
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“T strove against them, the 
“oreater ascendency they gain- 
“ ed over me; and notwithstand- 
“ing the strongest opposition I 
“could make to them, they 
“ filled me with horror. 
“Having tried all human 
“ways, in vain, to obtain relict 
“ from my horrors of mind, no 
“help seemed to remain, but 
“that which is in Christ; and 
“when I thought to go unto 
“him, as the last resort, 1 was 
“so fully persuaded that 1 
“ should be rejected for my blas- 
“ phemous thoughts, that I chose 
“rather to continue in my sul- 
“ fering state, feeling myself 
“ exposed to all the wrath of an 
“ offended God, and bearing the 
“pain of a guilty conscience, 
“ for more than six months in- 
“cessantly. At the end of 
“ which, as I was, a certain day, 
“thinking over my deplorable 
“ condition, the idea that I might 
“be yet saved, suddenly came 
“ into my mind, and that Christ 
“died for sinners, even the 
“ rreatest, and that his grace 
was sufficient for me; but a 
review of my past conduct, 
and my feelings, as they were 
then, showed me the absurdi- 
“ty of looking for salvation 
“ from one of whom I had en- 
tertained such a wrong opin- 
“ion. This wave an additional 
“weight to my heavy burden, 
which increased upon me from 
July to April; when I heard a 
sermon from these words :-— 
Whosoever shall speak a word 
© acainst the Son of Man it shal! 
“ be forgiven him, but unto him 
that blastihemeth against the 
“ Holy Ghost, it shall not be for- 
* given 3” which had a singular 
* effect upon me. The words, 
“when first read, moved me to 
* keen despair, and for a short 
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“time the pains of Hell got 
‘hold upon me; but before the 
closing of the discourse, I 
ventured to hope that I had 
* not committed the Sin unto 
‘Death. But alas! little did I 
think of the conflict, yet to be 
endured, which was dreadful 
above all I had experienced be- 
fore. Doubts of the existence 
of a God began to fill my mind. 
‘To ease my mind, I determin- 
ed to dwell no longer on so 
gloomy a subject, but a pained 
conscience would not suffer 
me to rest, and the fear of A- 
theism agegravatedly oppressed 
me, till it pleased the most 
High, in sovereign manner, 
graciously to enable me, as | 
hope, to stay my soul on Jesus 
Christ. With earnest desires 
I solght him—and with pa- 
tience I followed on to know 
him, having resolved that if I 
“ perished, it should be at his 
“feet. In kindness he seemed 
to manifest himself to me, and 
to say, come hither, I am the 
way, leave the tempter and 
thy sins, trust in me, and I will 
love thee. Thanks be to God, 
from that time I have been 
enabled to say, Zho’ he slay 
me, vet will I trusi in him, 
* for nearly three years past, 
my mind hath been, generally 
speaking, comfortable, tho’ I 
have not been altogether. with- 
out fear that 1 might be de- 
ceived, by the treachery of my 
depraved heart. Therefore i 
have, at several periods, by rea- 
son of a jealousy over myself, 
sought to revive former pain- 
“ tul convictions of mind, but the 
*“ power to do it is gone andl 
* cannot recall it. 

“ A kind of sweet, tranquil 
“ joy to which I was a stranger, 
“betore, now fills my soul 


. + 
ro 


- 


- 
. 


a 


‘ 


oo 


‘ 


o 


o 


. 
6s 
6 


oo 


¢ 


ao 


“ec 
4 


- 
, 2 


‘ 


¢ 


. 


‘ 


.- # 


. 


o 


s 


> 


s 
“ 


© 


La 


. 


A 


“ 
6 


a 


‘ 


a 


‘ 


a 


‘ 


be 


‘ 


© 


. 
* 


©. 
¢ 


‘ 


a 


- 
©. 


. 


’ 


es 


a 








1804.) 


“ whenever I contemplate the 
“ works of God, and cal? to mind 
“ his Loly character, especially 
“ when I read his word, and 
“lift up my heart in prayer.— 
“The greatness of that joy 
“ which I first received after a 
“ years wandering in darkness, 
“and almost inconceivable dis- 
“ tress, after a short time, pass- 
“ed away, and I have nowno 
“ other than what is described 
“ above, except that it increas- 
“eth, and at times rises to a 
* oreater degree, flowing out to- 
“wards all mankind, desiring 
their salvation in conformity 
“ to the willofGod. One cause 
“ of my being so long distressed 
with a conviction of sin was, 
“ doubtless, my sinful bashful- 
“ness, which kept me from 
communicating my thoughts 
to any one, cvento my most In- 
timate friends, who are still ig- 


“ 


‘ 


“ 
«“ 
“ 


“ norant of them to this day — 
“ The tempter by means of this 


‘ 
“ 
‘« 


had an advantage over me, 
and caused me to counterfeit a 
cheerful behavior when my 
* soul was filled with great dis- 
“tress. If] had taken counsel 
“in my awakenings, it now ap- 
pears, as if I should have been 
saved the most of my anguish, 
but if Christ may be glorified 
thereby, I desire to be still, 
“ and know that he is God.” 
Another instance, which I 
would mention, isa youth who 
speaketh thus: “ Knowing by 
“ experience the deplorable state 
“ofa sinner, that he is by na- 
“ture totally destitute of love 
“and conformity to God, and 
“ that he cannot be saved but by 
“ a special act of sovereign grace 
“induceth me to ask for fur- 
“ther instruction upon this all 
“ important subject, and to com- 


‘ 
‘ 
“ 
‘ 


Revival of Religion in Killingworth. 

















$$ 


“ner the state of my mind, and 
“the feelings with which it has 
“ been exercised. 
“From my earliest age, 

“ endeavored to lead a moral 
“ life, being often taught that 
“ God would punish sinners, but 
* I did not believe that I should 
“ suffer for the few offences of 
“which I had been guilty.— 
“ Having avoided many sins 
“ which I saw in others, I ima- 
“ gined all was well with me, 
“ till I was about eighteen years 
“ old, when I heard a sermon 
“ preached upon the necessity 
“ of regeneration, which put me 
“ upon thinking of the need ofa 
“change of heart in myself. I 
“ did not, however, well receive 
“ the discourse at the time, for 
“ IT was sensible I knew nothing 
“ about such a change, neither 
“ did I wish to know, for I be- 
“tieved myself as good as oth- 
“ ers, without it, and to be equal 
“ with them I thought would be 
“ sufficient. However the tho’t 
“ troubled me considerably, from 
“ day to day, and caused me to 
“ think of praying, which I had 
“never done, except repeating 
“some form, as a little child, 
“and doing it to remove the 
“ stings of a guilty conscience, 
“when I considered myself in 
“ imminent danger. Some time 
“after this I heard another 
“ sermon, that convinced me 
“J had quenched the Spirit, 
“ which occasioned the most a- 
“Jarming fears that I should, 
“ forever, be left to eat the fruit 
“of my own ways. Supposing 
“ that I wasalone in the thoughts 
“of eternity, I separated my- 
“ self from ail company and de- 
“termined to seck an interest 
“in Christ. I concluded some- 
“ thing must be done to appease 


“ municate in a summary man- ' “ God’s anger, I read and pray- 
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“ ed, and strove in every possi- 
“ ble way to prepare myself to 
“oo to God, that I might be 
“saved from his wrath. The 
“more I strove in this selfish 
“ way the more anxious I was, 
“ and no hope was given. Soon 
“] began to murmur and re- 
“ pine, and accused God of the 
“ ereatest injustice, in requiring 
“ me to turn to him, and while 
“7 was striving with all my 
“ might, as I supposed, he ap- 
“ peared not to regard me. I 
“ considered God as obligated to 
“ save me because I had done 
“so much for him, and finding 
“ no relicf, I wished that he 
“ might not be, and began real- 
“Jy to doubt the truths of his 
“holy word, and to disbelieve 
“ his existence, for if there were 
“ a God I perfectly hated him. 
 T searched the scriptures dai- 
“ly, hoping to find inconsisten- 
“ cies in them, to condemn the 
“ Bible because it was against 
“me; and while I was diligent- 
* ly pursuing my purpose, every 
“thing I read, and every ser- 
“ mon I heard, condemned me. 
“Christian conversation gave 
“me the most painful sensa- 
“tions. I tried to repent, but 
“TI could not feel the least sor- 
“yow for my innumerable sins. 
“ By endeavoring to repent, I saw 
“my heart still remained im- 
“ penitent. Altho’ I knew that 


_“T hated every thine serious, 


“ yet I determined to habituate 
“myself to the duties which 
“ God required; to see if I could 
“ not by that means be made to 
love him, and I continued in 
this state some months. The 
“ fear of having committed the 


6“ 
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_“ unpardonable sin, now began 
“to arise in my mind, and I 


“could find no rest day nor 
“night. When my weary limbs 
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“ demanded sleep, the fear of 
“ awaking in a miserable eterni- 
“ty prevented the closing of 
“my eyes, and nothing gave 
“me ease. No voice of mirth, 
“ or sound whatever was heard, 
“ but what reminded me of the 
“ awful day when God shall 
“bring every work into judg- 
“ment. All self-righteousness 
“ failed me, and having no confi- 
“ dence in God, I was left in deep 
“ despondency. After a while 
“ 4 surprising tremor seized all 
“my limbs, and death appeared 
“to have taken hold upon me. 
“ Eternity, the word eternity, 
sounded louder than any hu- 
man voice I ever heard, and 
every moment of time appear- 
ed infinitely more valuable 
“than all the wealth of the 
“world. Not long after this an 
“ unusual calmness pervaded 
“ my soul, which I thought little 
“of at first, except that I was 
“ freed from my awful convic- 
“ tions, and this sometimes griev- 
“ed me, fearing I had lost all 
“ conviction. Soon after hear- 
“ ing the feeling’ of a Christian 
“ described, I took courage, and 
* thought I knew by experience 
“ what they were. The char- 
“acter of God, and the doc- 
“trines of the Bible, which I 
“could not meditate upon be- 
“ fore, without hatred, especial- 
“ ly, those of election and free 
“ race, now appear delightful, 
“ and the only mean by which, 
“through grace, dead sinners 
“ can be made the living sons of 
“ God. My heart feels it sin- 
“fulness. ‘To confess my sins 
“to God gives me that peace, 
“ which before I knew nothing 
“ of —To sorrow for it, affords 
“ that joy which my tongue can- 
“not express. Were I sensi- 


“ble that at death my hope 
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“ would perish, yet it seemeth 
“to me now that I could not 
“ willingly quit the service of 
“ God, nor the company of 
“ Christians ; but my unfaith- 
“ fulness often makes me fear 
“ my sincerity, and should I at 
“ last be raised to glory, all the 
“ praise will be to God for the 
“exhibition of his sovereign 
“ race.” 

Another person, nearly forty 
years of age, at a private lec- 
ture, attended April 22d, 1801, 
was so wrought upon by the 
word being set home upon his 
heart, that he instantly became 
so overcome with a sense of his 
danger, that he wasscarcely able 
to stand, and looked, as he saith, 
“ Round about for something to 
“stay myself with. Fearing 
“ lest some one should ask, what 
“aileth thee? I endeavored to 
“bear up under the pressure, as 
“ much as possible, and so con- 
“ cealed the matter. This, how- 
“ever, put me upon enquiring 
“ what I should do to be saved, 
“for previously I had little or 
“no anxiety*about my future 
“ state. Soon after this I set up 
“family prayer, which I had 
“never attempted before. In 
“ the beginning it was hard, but 
“ ft felt it my duty and was una- 
“ ble to rest without it. Having 
“many scrious thoughts, and 
“loving, as I imagined, the ser- 
“vice of God, I went forward 
“and made a public profession 
“of religion, and believed all 
“ was well until the 22d of No- 
“ vember following, when upon 
“ the Lord’s day it was observed 
“in the sermon, that persons 
“ might be strict in all the out- 
“ ward forms and duties of reli- 
“ gion and still be in the gall of 
“ bitterness and bonds of iniqui- 
“ty, “for without holiness no 
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“ man shall see the Lord—we 
“must be born again.” It im- 
“ mediately occured to my mind 
“ that I was one of that descrip- 
“ tion. 

“ T had made a profession of 
“ religion but was conscious I 
“ had never felt it. This lay 
“with great weight upon my 
“ mind.. As I was walking a 
“ few evenings after this anxicty 
“ began, the first thing I recol- 
“lect, after I left the house, 
“ where I had been, I was stand- 
“ ing still, more than half a mile 
“ distant from the place I had 
“ jeft, reasoning with myself, in 
“this manner, What, must 
“ man be bornagain? Is thisa 
“ work of the Holy Spirit? Is 
* God sovereign having mercy 
“ on whom he will have mercy ? 
“ Are not these doctrines in the 
“bible? Yes I know they are 
“for I have often read them. 
“ Why then should we not hear 
“them, for all that God hath 
“ taught is good and nothing to 
“be refused! Surely we ought. 
“ Oh, what shallI do! I will 
“not open my mouth against 
“them. Thus I was weary and 
“ heavy laden, and continued un- 
“til Thanksgiving day, when I 
“began more sensibly to fear 
“ that I should be of all men the 
“ most miserable. In the eve- 
“ ning I went again to one of my 
“neighbors in order to divert 
“my awakened mind, but in 
“vain. The chearly conversa- 
“ ofmy neighbor increased my 
“sorrow. I wondered how 
“any could laugh or smile— 
“ When I returned and attempt- 
“ed to commend my house in 
“ prayer to God, I was more dis- 
“ tressed than ever, for I began 
“ to feel my spiritual blindness, 
“especially in praycr, for my 
“ form was gone, and | could 
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“not recall it. I experienced | forded relief, and afterwards fill- 


“the same again the next 
“ morning. When I took my 
“ Bible in my hands, I had such 
“ a tremor that I could not read 
“and could scarcely speak, so 
“ that l went out, ashamed and 
“ confounded. I endeavored to 
“ pursue my secular business, 
but it was with great indiffer- 
ence, for my soul was full of 
anguish till by sovereign grace 
it was brought home to God. 
About the middle of the day 
on Friday after, Thad such 
“ manifestations of God’s love, 
and such admiring thoughts of 
his holy character, and of all 
“the precepts of the gospel 
which my soul so much de- 
“tested before, that I could no 
*“ longer hold my peace. Ilim- 
“ mediately left all, repaired to 
“my dwelling and called upon 
“my dear companion to help 
“me praise the Lord. Praise 
“ the Lord, Oh, sing praises to 
“ our God, was the incessant 
“ Janguage of my soul thro’ the 
“ day. Now I wanted ail around 
“me to taste the loving kind- 
“ness of our God and to bless 
“his holy name. Since that 
“time Ihave had a variety of 
“ feelings and hours of darkiicss, 
“but I cannot give up my hope 
“ in Christ.” 

There are two other persons 
ofdiflerent ages, one isin early 
life, who have been remarkably 
tempted and buficted of Satan, 
as they fully believed. One of 
them seemed to be forced, as it 
were, by an irresistible power 
to take life, so that a number of 
davs the person feared to take a 
knite in his hand, or any other 
sharp tool, for it seemed as tho’ 
it must necessarily be put to the 
throat, even without its being de- 

. Vv 
sired; but God in due time af- 
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ed that soul with peculiar joy — 
The other was an instance of 
great temptation in secret pray- 
er; while thus distressed with 
temptations. It came into 
“my mind says he that 1 
“ necded divine assistance, im- 
“ mediately, my whole heart and 
“soul appeared to ascend to 
“ Heaven with this fervent pe- 
“ tition, “That God would con- 
“descend to meet me in the 
“ closet and graciously assist me 
“in conquering the tempter, 
“that I might no more be led 
“ captive by him at his will. I 
* do not remember all the words 
“ Tused, but 1 began my peti- 
“tion thus, Holy, holy, holy 
“ Lord God Almighty. The an- 
“ swer I received was not by an 
“ audible voice, but the fact that 
* God had heard and wouid 
“ orant my request, was as evi- 
“ dent as if it had been by a voice. 
“ This was a precious season, 
“and I felt astonished at my 
“ stupidity, that I had never be- 
“ fore tho’t of lookine: to God for 
“ assistance. Whenit was morn- 
“ing I took my Eible and re- 
“tired to my closet, and began 
“my devotions, asking God to 
“meet with me—and such sen- 
“sible and sweet communion 
“with God I never thought of 
“ enjoying before. I procceded 
“renewecmy tocnterinto covenant 
“with my maker, which as it 
“ appears to me | did with all 
“ my heart, decicating mysclfto 
“ his service, both soul and body, 
“ for time and eternity. I could 
* now truly say, Lord, it is good 
“ fir me to be kere. One hour 
“ spent in thy service is better 
“thaa ten thousand spent else- 
“ where. 

“The night following after 
“resting awhile, I awoke and 
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“ feltasifI was actually encircled 
“in the arms of my dear Re- 
“deemer. No tongue can de- 
“scribe the bliss I felt. I con- 
* ceived it to be what Peter ex- 
“presseth in this manner— 
“ Jihom having not seen ye love 
“in whom tho’ now ye see him 
“ not, yet believing ye rejuice with 
« joy unsficukable and full of glory. 

* Again, these words made a 
“deep impression upon my 
° mind, They that know thy 
“name will jut their trust in 
“ thee.” 

“For eight or ten days, suc- 
“ cessively, I had an hour or two 
“ each morning, before light, of 
“enjoying the sweetest com- 
* munion with my Saviour, that 
“jt is possible for finite crea- 


“tures to enjoy, in this imper- | 


“ fect state. ‘lhe spirit did not 
“leave me until it had, seem- 
* ingly, led my mind to a com- 
“ prehensive view of the whole 
“ character of God, and of all 
“ his precepts. Lastly, I hada 
“ most realising view of the odi- 
“ous nature of sin, and the won- 
“ derful patience of God, in bear- 
‘ing so long with impenitent 
* sinners. From that time my 
greatest anxicty has been to 
“ cease from sin, and no temp- 
tation has overtaken me but 
such as is common to men.” 
The persons referred to in this 
narrative, have all of them been 
hopefully in the school of Christ 
more than three years, and some 
of them much longer; which 
must have been some trial of 
their faith, and afford a com- 
fortable hope that the thin: Ss 
Which they have experienced 
are not the result of a heated 
imagination, nor the wild effu- 
sions of a disordered brain, bu: 
the genuine effects of God’: 
holy spirit. There has, as yet, 
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been no instance of any one pro- 
fessing Godliness, that has turn- 
ed back, or dishonored his pro- 
fession. The tares we know 
will grow among the wheat, but 
we have not yet discovered them. 
Since the date of the last letter, 
five have been duly examined 
and propounded for admission 
unto the Church; which, to- 
gether with several more, who 
have probubly as good a hope as 
any we have named, but parti- 
cular circumstances have kept 
them out of the Church, will 
make the number of hopeful 
converts, in the late awakening, 
to surpass 100; and we hope 
the glorious work has not yet 
ended, for there have been two 
or three instances of awakenings 
since the communication of our 
last; but God only knoweth 
what is in the womb of futurity ; 
aml to us it belongeth to bow 
with reverence before him, giv- 
ing thanks at the remembrance 
of his holiness. 


JOSIAH B. ANDREWS. 


Killingworth, May 
93, 1804. 
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The ConsriruTion of the New- 
Hampshire Missionary Society, 
aith an address to all Chris- 
tian preopile. 


To all who wish well to the 
cause of Zion. 


CHRISTIAN BRETHREN, 


{SHING you prosperity 

aud peace, through the 

kt owledee of cur Lord and Sa- 
viour Jesus Christ; we beg li- 
berty to inform you, that, from 
a consideration of the deplora- 
ble condition of millions of our 
fellow-men, who are perishing 
through lack of knowledge of 
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the way of salvation by Christ ; 
froma sense of our solemn and 
voluntary obligations to promote 
the interest of the Redcemer’s 
kingdom, in all possible, proper 
ways; and fram the pious ex- 
ample of many of our Christian 
brethren, both in Europe and 
American: wr, a number of 
‘Ministeis and servants of Christ, 


convened in Hopkinton,on Wed- | 
1801, for | 
the purpose of consulting upon | 


nesdz} V9 Sep temver 2d, 


the mosi su.tabie means for pro- 
moting a cause so important and 
desirable, have considered it an 
indispensible duty to form into a 
Socierr, in order to unite our 
exertions for spreading abroad 
the glad tidings of salvation a- 
mong the Heuthen, and oti:ers, 


ments, who are destitute of the 
precious privileges which we cu- 
oy. 

To inform you of the motiv: 
and design of our Socicty, wi 
take the liberty to lay before 
yop its Consriturion, whici:is 
as follews : 

Art. 1. The Society shall be 
known by the name of the Vi w- 
Lampishire Miissionary Society ; 
the sole object of which, is, the 
propagation of the yespel among 
those who are destitute of its 
precious privileres. 

Il. ‘The Officers of the Soci- 
ety shall consist cf a President, 
Secretary, a Treasurer, and six 
Trustees, to be chosen annually, 
by ballet. 

Ill. The duty of the Presi- 
dent shall be, to regulate the 
meetings of the Society ; to act, 
ex officis, as one of the Trustees 

and their Moderator, any four 
of whora shall constitute a quo- 
rum. 

IV. The duty of the Secreta- 
ry shall be, to keep records of 
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the transactions of the Society, 
and to perform all the usual dv. 
ties of said office. 

V. The duty of the Treasu. § 
rer shall be, to receive, and be | 
accountable for, all the property 
of the Society, in whatever way 
it may arise ; to answer the or- 
ders of the Trustees; and to ex- 
hibit a fair account of all his 
proceedings to the Society, an- 
nually, and oftener to the Trus- 
tees, if required. 

VI. The duty of the Trustees 
shall be, to examine candidates 
for Missions; to employ and | 
direct Missionaries; furnish 
them with proper credentials ; 
recall, or dismiss them, if ne- 
cessary ; and, in a word, to su- 


| perintend the affairs of the So- 
in our frontier and infant settle. | 


ciety, between theirannual mect- 
ings, when, it will be expected, 
that they make report of their 
proceedings, and also of the ser- 
vices and success of their Mis- 
sionaries. 

VII. That the Society may 
reap the benefit of the united 
excrtions of their Board of 
‘Trustees, it will be expected of 
the jutter that they hold, stated- 


ly, semieannual meetings ; and 


tlettucy meet oftener, if neces- 
sary. 

Vil. The Society shall meet, 
anrualiy, on the “luesday pre- 
ceding the General Election of 
the State, at ten o’clock, a. M.at 
the place appointed for the Gen- 
eral Election, unless, for special 
reasons, they shall agree at one 
mecting to have their next hol- 
den ata different time and place; 
on which day of their meeting, 
a Sermon shall be delivered at 
four o’clock, Pp. M=—And at each 
meeting, the preacher, a first 
and second, shall be vies for 
the next. 

IX. All questions before the 























S04.) 


Society, shall be determined by 
a majority of the members pre- 
sent, excepting amendments in 
he Constitution; these shall re- 
quire the concurrence of two 


beforehand, for consideration. 

X. Any person may become 
a member of the Society, by 
subscribing the Constitution, and 
advancing Two Dollars for the 
promotion of the object of the 
Society ; which sum shall be 
advanced at every annual meet- 
and every person thus 
united, shall be considered as 
retaining his membership, un- 
less he shall present to the Se- 
cretary a written request to 
withdraw; in which case, the 
Secretary shall enter his name 
on the records as dismissed. 

XI. Every settled minister 
belonging to the Society, and 
other suitable persons, shall 
have a copy ofthe Constitution, 
for the purpose of admitting 
members, and shall take pains 
to afford opportunity to all, who 
imay be disposed, to become 
members, who shall subscribe 
the Constitution, advance their 
entrance money to him, and 
shall receive his receipt for the 
same, which they shall convey 
tothe Treasurer, to whom the 
money is to be conveyed as soon 
as convenient ; and the names of 
all, thus uniting, shall be trans- 
mitted, by the minister or per- 
son who receives them, to the 
Secretary, for enrolment. 

XII. It is recommended, that 
every settled minister in the So- 
ciety, lead his people, at least 
once in a year, to the considera- 
tion of the duty of contributing 
for the propagation of the gos- 
pel, and to afford them opportu- 
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pointing some Sabbath or season 
for the purpose—And the dea- 
cons of hischurch are desired, 
by the Society, to deliver to him 
the avails of such contributions, 
to take his receipt for the same, 
or transmit the receipt to the 
Treasurer, to whom the money 
shall be sent; and the minister 
or person, shall also transmit a 
statement of the sum thus re- 
ceived, to the Secretary, to be 
recorded. ; 

XII. When any one shall be 
disposed to make donations to 
the Society, for the propagation 
of the gospel, he shall receive a 
receipt for the same, from the 
Treasurer, President or one of 
the Trustees, to whom the dona- 
tion may be committed ; and the 
Donor is requested to transmit 
said receipt to the Secretary, 
who shall keep records of all 
such donations, and shall pre- 
sent such receipts to the Socie- 
ty, at their annual meeting :— 
And if any one should wish to 
make private» donations, his 
name, in the receipt, may be 
concealed, provided the person, 
by whom they are conveyed, be 
recognized therein. 

XIV. It will be expected, that 
the Trustees use great precau- 
tion in the appointment of Mis- 
sionaries; that none be employ- 
ed, but persons of good report, 
of known prudence and integri- 
ty, as well as of good abilities and 
information, and who, in a judg- 
ment of charity, are subjects of 
regenerating grace, and possess 
true zeal and fortitude in the 
cause of our Lord. 


The Officers for the current year, 
are as follow : 


Rey. Etinu Tuayer, President. 
Rev. Etuan Smit, Secretary. 








nity for doing the same, by ap- 





Mr. Enocu Lone, jun. Treas’r. 
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Rev. Mess. Joserx Woopman, 
SAMUEL Woop, 
JessE REMINGTON, 
WaLteER Harris, 
ZaAccHEuS CoLBEyY, 
Major Joun Mi..s, 
Trustces, 
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ORDINATION. 


ON Wednesday, June 13th, 
1804, Rev. James Davis, was 
Ordained to the work of an 
Evangelist, by the Association 
of the Western District of Ver- 
mont, met in Cornwall, (Vt.)— 
The Rev. Joseph Marshel made 
the introductory prayer. The 
Rev. William Jackson preached 
a sermon, from 2 Cor. i. 12.— 
The Rev. Ebenezer Harwood 
made the consecrating prayer— 
The Rev. Job Swift, p. p. gave 
the charge—The Rev. James 
Murdock gave the right hand of 
fellowship—and the Rev. Lemu- 
el Haynes made the concluding 
prayer. The whole scene was 
very serious and solemn. 
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POETRY. 
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REDEMPTION, 


TO praise the Lord, Heaven’; 
mighty arch, 
Wafts seas impendent thro’ the skies, 
Rolls burning orbs unbounded lengths, 


And paints the north in blood-stain'’d 7 


dies. 
Suns shine to Him, to Him the 
moon, 
Roli’d in soft light, fills her full face, 
Lightnings before him play, and loud 
Majestic thunders roar his praise. 
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Whole forests wave, broad oceans | 


flow, 
Volcanoes difembogue their flame; 
Mountains aloft bear up their cliffs, 
In hallelujahs to his name. 
Let universal nature stand, 
Obfequious to the Excrnal’s nod; 
But thou, my foul, shalt praife him 
best— 
Shalt triumph in thy Saviour God. 
Not Gabriel, with the choirs above, 
Hymning around Jehovah’s throne ; 
Can glory in redeeming love, 
This song is ours—is all our own. 
Ye sons of men, redeem’d from 
death, 
By bleeding love and boundlefs grace ; 
In endless chorus swell the sound, 
Hofanna to the Prince of Peace. 


MIKROS. 
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Donations to the Misstonary Society of Connecticut. 


1804, 
June Ist. 


July 3. 


A Female Friend of Missions, . 
26. Samuel P. Robbins, in New Settlements, 
A Friend of Missions from Cornwall, 

A Friend of Missions from Symsbury, 


- $1 
44 97 
. . l 
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